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Re: Holiconters Over New York Cit:

b

Dear Maver Clelizni:
A sesson's home is his or her castie. And here in New (oik City's denseiy populsred
Clinton and Chelses areas, our few parks and open spaces are our back yard:. The now
conszant roas of helicuprers over our seads is an invasion of our right to be free fron: lcud
and unsafe intrusion. From Manhatten's four heliports alcne, the City now gats to hear
ovar 140,060 § l!ghu anaually (we canriot even hazard to guess tha number of creraticns in
excess of this figure that are generaied from our neighbcring heliports locazed in New
Jersey and Connecticut). Sightseeing alone generates 73,339 flights over New York City
and its waterways; the corponte world generates over 60,852.

Manhattan Community Board No. 4 opposes this contlnued use of our air space over New
York City by helicopter traffic except for emergency use. In responding to the City
Administration's argument justifying this incrusion, :.e. chat it is needed for the economic
well being of New York Clty, this Board:

o Rejects the idea that a tourisc will ngg come to the Big Apple because there
is no helicopter sightseeing available - our waterways and tour bures as well
as the Clty's subways and buses are great ways to see New fork

o] Rejects the idea that the corporate world requires four heliports for their
~onvenience in eatering and leaving Manhattan - four hzliports are not a
make-or-bregk factor for New York in its comeatition for business and
industry
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Reigcrs the idea that the corporate wori€ of TV and radio needs to circle
nverhead for hours w0 oe reacy for A story nor 4o2s i nesd I Dever cver
Mannarzan o fiim the sunrise for its moraing shows.

And, wecouidgoon. ...

in addition. helicopter safety issues have 'usnfiaoly aiarmed us. There can be no baiaocing
act between economics and safety - safety must aiways be first and foremost in the minds
and actions of 2ack of us.

The recent crash at the East S0th Street hel*por* is a frightening and ugiy remindar of what
cen .1ao;>e... ‘“whas would have heen the scens ¥ the crash had nccurved aver Cenwral Farg
insteas oF the Tast Siver? Over Jtuvversant Uown? Cver Srooklivn Heighis? Qver Zhez
Sradium? Cver woe increnid Museum? At our Wesy 30th Streetr Heiinerty  Than nelipart
Hzerally shuts the Wes: Side Highway, onz of che most hesvily wrafficked r'.\ads onthe ot
Coast. That nelipors is aisg locatec within our Hudson River warterside parikiands)

Waess 30th Strees's ‘::elipcr'. rraf fic (approximateiy §0% of which !s tourist) fas azgravaled

thousands of residents in the Cheisea and Ciinton communities. We urge you 0 uan
helicopters over New York City and its waterways except for emergency uses.,

Sincerely,
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October 7, 1997

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
City Hall
New York, N.Y. 10007

Dear Mayor Giuliani:

On September 16th I attended a meeting about your
Master Plan for Helicopters presented by the EDC. The
chairperson began by announcing "There will always be
helicopters", which was her way of letting us know that
your Master Plan was promising us not less, but more
helicopters. The message came across as loud and clear
as the awful, incessant noise outside my windows:
the Giuliani administration gives economic develop=-
ment top priority, and the people be damned; or the
end justifies the means.

This attitude is absolutely unacceptable. We have
had successful economic development in the past as well
as a livable city (a.k.a. "quality of life"§. It does
not have to be one extreme or the other, any more than
a lower crime rate requires brutal and murderous cops.

Prior to 1995, jets and helicopters flew around
the city, not over it. Manhattan is such a miniscule
sliver of land that it must take only a few minutes more
to detour around it. This city is too important for
airlines, helicopters or corporate executives to aban—
don it if they are not given carte blanche to fly any-
where they please.

The newly pervasive din (which happens to coin-
cide with your term of office) from appallingly low-
flying jets and ever-bigger and noisier helicopters
criss-crossing and circling our skies, is destroying
our city. A June 4th letter from the FAA relayed to
me by Senator Moynihan, claimed that they would keep
planes away from NYC outdoor cultural events. Quite
the opposite happened at the two subsequent such per-
formances I attended: <the expensive Lincoln Center
Festival production of "Les Danaides", featuring 100
imported actors and a specially designed outdoor
theatre, was spoiled by helicopters; and helicopters
hovering overhead completely drowned out the orches-
tra and singers at the end of "On the Town" at the
Delacorte Theatre.

new york, ny 10024 (212) 877-7836
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I came to live in New York because I love it, and
at least until a year or two ago, I felt very pleased
and lucky at the life I had achieved here, and believ-~
ed, in all honesty, that I had contributed something
in the process. I pay substantial property taxes and
support the NY Shakespeare Festival and the Metropoli-
tan Museum, but more than that, I have been very act-
ive in the revival of the Upper West Side, which was
still considered a slum when we bought a house here
in 1967. VWe welcomed newcomers to our home to encour-
age them to purchase houses, planted trees, upgraded
street lights, ran the block association, and 1 serv-
ed on the Board of the Brownstone Revival Committee,
plus & term or so as president. More recently, I
worked dilligently with Landmark West o obtain His-
toric District designation for the Upper West Side,
and am still serving on its board and Certificate of
Appropriateness Committee. And by the way, in mid-
August, acting for Landmark West, I hosted a group
from an Atlanta real estate company, who flew up for
the day to look at our brownstones in order to copy
them in a large development they are planning in
their city.

In 1972 I wrote the first book published on
renovating old city houses, and that book is among
seven in my name listed in the main branch of the
NY Public Library. (I have also worked as an artist
and illustrator, as well as a couple of years for a
lecture bureau.s

But the pleasure in enjoying my house for what
remains of my life has been shattered by the horren-
dous noise, pollution and danger of low-flying planes
invading our skies. Until the last year or so, it
was so totally peaceful and quiet in my rear bedroom
and garden (and in the center of Central Park) that
visitors couldn't believe it. Now there is nowhere
in the city to find peace and quiet. Instead of
leaving bedroom windows open at night, the only way
I can sleep is to shut windows plus storm windows,
and keep the air conditioner running all night through-
out the winter. As for the garden, forget about it.

J1 W< g 5 7



Do you really want to drive away the people who
make New York special? People who are often actively
involved in ereative life and cultural events, and
who make things happen? Because the people I saw
passionately speaking out against helicopters at the
September 16th meeting were well-educated, intelli-
gent, well-to~do citizens, tax-payers like me, and
some of them probably considerably wealthier., All
of us were angry.

I would like very much to be able to continue
supporting you. You have the potential for establish-
ing a great record. But no matter how low the crime
rate, or high the economic development, you can't do
it by riding rough-shod over people's lives. Though
you may think that the soaring real estate boom means
that all's right with the world, you should know that
an owner of one of those expensive apartments contrib-
uted $15,000 to the Coalition Against Helicopter Noise!

cc: Dr. Arline Bronzaft, Council on the
Environment

Joy Held, Coalition Against Helicopter Noise
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November 26, 1997

Ms. Jean McFaddin
Group Vice President
Macy's Special Events
151 West 34th Street
New York, NY 10001

Re: Helicopter Coverage of Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
November 27, 1997 and beyond

Dear Ms. McFaddin:

Am writing this to you at the suggestion of Ms. Elizabeth Davis at NBC
regarding the helicopter coverage of your famous parade.

I have also spoken with Mr. Mark Schonberg about this situation.

Since I can remember, I along with countless other New Yorkers and others
have enjoyed the famous Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade immensely. It is a
generous gift that Macy's keeps on giving.

In the past several years, helicopter coverage has made it almost unpleasant
to attend the parade due to the lack of safety and din of the rotors constantly
intruding on one's enjoyment. I personally do not watch anymore.

It saddens me to think of any craft deployment taking away the "joy" of your
parade--as isn't this what's is all about.

Am hoping that the points in my letter can be addressed as a starter.

Maybe one of these years, I, too, will feel comfortable and "safe" once again
attending your Parade.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Ve 459
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CITY OF NEW YORK

MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 4
330 WEST 42ND STREET ¢ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
TEL. 736-4536 FAX 947-9512

PAMELA FREDERICK

CHAIR

JESSICA GREER

DISTRICT MANAGER

January 9, 1998

Hon. John B. Daly
NYS Department of Transportation
5 Governor Harriman State Campus
Albany, NY 12232

Alvin S. Trenk, President
Air Pegasus

25-B Vreeland Road

PO Box 99

Florham Park, NJ 07932

Re: December 30, 1997, Helicopter Crash at West 30" Street Heliport
Dear Sirs:

The helicopter crash that occurred on December 30, 1997, was the second such incident at
the West 30" Street heliport in the last six months. These incidents, together with the
April 15, 1997, crash at East 60" Street, are responsible for one dead and at least eleven
injured.

These incidents may have been caused by a number of factors, including pilot error,
weather, equipment, or inherently unsafe conditions at the heliport; the actual cause in
each case remains to be determined by the National Transportation Safety Board.
Whatever ultimately is determined to be the cause of these incidents, however, they raise
grave concerns among the residents of our community, and, we have no doubt, the
residents of all communities in which heliports are sited or are scheduled to be sited.

We believe that a meeting with all of the concerned parties should be scheduled to address
these concerns. Among the points we want to discuss are:

1. Your evaluation of the safety of 30" Street in licht of the recent accidents. The close

proximity of the accident to the highway, and its bikeway/walkway, raises particular
concerns.

Hyve P /zu Hve o o
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Hon. John B. Daly and Alvin S. Trenk
January 9, 1998
Page Two

2 Increased helicopter traffic, its effects (decreased safety, increased noise, etc.), and any
strategies that might be implemented to reverse or eliminate these negative effects.
Since the Fall of 1997, we have seen a substantial increase in helicopter traffic on the
Hudson River due to (i) the closing of East 34™ Street, and (ii) the prohibition of
tourist flights over the East River. The result of these two decisions has been to shift
sightseeing traffic to the Hudson River corridor, dramatically increasing traffic over
the west side, including Chelsea and Clinton.

3. The impendine diminishment of available space at 30" Street. The West 30" Street
Heliport site has long been criticized as too narrow and too close to the highway. The
forthcoming Route 9A construction which is scheduled to commence mid-year will
reduce the width of this already narrow area so as to render it almost unusable. We
would like to hear your plans for dealing with this reconfiguration of the heliport (if

any).

Many in the community are alarmed by the recent events at 30" Street. We hope to
initiate a constructive dialogue on these and related issues that might help to allay
concerns and to promote a careful evaluation of the future of heliport operations at 30"
Street.

Robert Gregory, Chair of the Waterfront Committee, will be contacting both of you
shortly to schedule a meeting.

Sinceiely,

Pamela Frederick
Chair
Community Board No. 4

Hrc |20 iy Hweve



Hon. John B. Daly and Alvin S. Trenk
January 9, 1998
Page Three.

cC:

Hon. Rudolph Giuliani, Mayor

Hon. C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Jerrold Nadler, United States Representative

Hon. Catherine Abate, State Senator

Hon. Franz Leichter, State Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, State Assemblymember

Hon. Richard Gottfried, State Assemblymember

Hon. Scott Stringer, State Assemblymember

Hon. Tom Duane, City Councilmember

Hon. Ronnie Eldridge, City Councilmember

Hon. James Ortenzio, Hudson River Park Conservancy
Connie Fishman, Deputy Mayor for Economic Development and Planning’s Office
Pepi Ertag, Manhattan Borough President’s Office
Shirley Jaffe, NYC Economic Development Corporation
Al Butzel, Hudson River Park Alliance

Sonia Rivera, Route 9A Project

Joy A. Held, Helicopter Noise Coalition of New York City
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Tue Ciry oF NEw YORK » . .
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT L
BoROUGH OF MANHATTAN - : :

C. VIrGINIA FIELDS
BOROUGH PRESIDENT

November 10, 1998

Hon. Arlene Feldman
Regional Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration, Eastem Region

Fitzgerald Federal Building
JFK International Airport
Jamaica, NY 11430

Dear Ms. Feldman:

.I write concerning the upco;rxing Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade and the inevitable
swarm of television helicopters that will undoubtedly cover it.

As you are well aware, Macy’s wonderful annual parade attracts a huge audience on the
ground all along the parade route. Ensuring their safety so that everyone can enjoy the parade is
an objective I know we share. With respect to the helicopters flying over the parade, I am
concerned that they maintain an altitude sufficient to ensure the safety of the crowd in the
unlikely event that an emergency landing is requlred Toward this goal, I ask that the FAA's
Eastern Region work with the media companies using helicopters to establish and observe a safe

altitude over the parade.

I thank you for your attention to this matter and request that the appropriate person
inform Timothy Forker of my staff at (212) 669-8136 of the altitude limits to be observed at the

parade.

C. Virginia Fib\\@?

C:  Hon. Charles Millard, NYC EDC HAwe Y6 3
Manbhattan Helicopter Task Force

Municieal BuitbING « | CENTRE STREET ¢ NEw York, NY 10007
PHoNE (212) 669-8300 Fax (212) 669-4305



Lellers to the Lditor

Impact From Aircraft Noise

~ On April 25, 1996, the Federal Avia-

tion Administration (FAA) restructured
airline routes to reduce the levels of
aircraft noise in Scotch Plains, and sur-
rounding areas of Union County. This
new plan, called the Solberg Mitigation
Proposal, moved Newark Airport’s
westbound departures from a path that
took them over Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
and Berkeley Heights, and shifted these
- flights further south, to Colonia. Here
they make a turn to the west, and out
toward  SolbergAirport, near
Readington, N.J.

1 noticed the change on the moming of
July 4th, 1996. There were severe thun-

-, derstorms during the evening of July

3rd. Air traffic was delayed until these

storms had cleared the area. At 1:00 -

A.M. a series of approximately 20

extremely loud jets started taking off,
_one right after the other. This continu-

ous barrage of intense noise continued
- until 2 A.M. This is when | started to
become aware of the problem.
* During the summer of ‘96, my sleep
was interrupted every night. Extremely
joud jets at late evening hours became a
routine occurrence. Newark departures
would pass by at two minute intervals,
sometimes past midnight. 1t would be-
gin again at 5:30 A.M. Every morning
1 was abruptly woken up by the intense
rumbling and by the rattling from my
windows. | was walking around all day
confused, tired and angry. | felt run
down all the time.

During the day the noise was continu-
ous. At times, you could not hear the
person talking to you at three feet away.
On the morning of September 9, 19961
was injured by jet noise. While talking
to my neighbor, a jet came by that
sounded like a rocket. 1 felt pain inside
my ears and ran inside the house. Later
that day, the constant ringing started. |
scheduled an appointment with a hear-
ing doctor that afternoon. Afterseveral
visits, the tests revealed that there had
beenatemporary 10-15 dB overall hear-
ing loss in both ears. My left ear did not
recover as well and has some degree of
permanent hearing loss. :

My house was also being affected by
this constant assault from the air. When

the Pope and the President were in the -

area, the low frequencies produced by
their helicopters caused several win-
dows 1o crack. The entire house and’
everything in it, was shajcn vigorously
for minutes. This type of vibration has
now become routine with commercial
and medivac helicopter flights. The
-amount of force needed to shake a house
is staggering. These aircraft have en-
gines rated in thousands of horsepower.
Their lift is generated by pushing down

with every revolution of propelier. The
pulsating action of the noise, in combi-
nation with structural resonance (natu-
ral amplification), produces severe vi-

" brations equivalent to powerful earth-
-quakes. With Newark’s inbound jet

traffic being routed over Merrill Park as
low as 1500 feet (confirmed with radar
reports obtained under the Freedom of
Information Act), the commercial heli-
copters are forced to fly 500 feet and
below.

The type of vibration from jet aircraft
noise also has a detrimental effect on
the house. Put your hand onthe window
glass the next time you hear that loud
deep rumble. The vibrations are not
confined to the windows. The entire
surface of your house is subjected to
these vibrations. They produce hairline
cracks that are worked on up to two
hundred times a day. You soon have
larger and more numerous cracks. The
entire structure is being wiggled loose,
the nails don’t hold, and the heads stick
out.

This type of structural damage is pe-
culiar, in that it is confined mostiy to the
upper level of the house. | sent ques-
tionnaires to my neighbors. The results
were that many of the homes in my area
had similar types of vibration damages.

The things homeowners should be
looking for are:

1. Cracks in the walls and paint around

_ windows, door jambs, ceilings and cor-
_ ners, more numerous and

pronounced on the upper level of a
house. Nails popping out. Reoccurring
cracks that cannot be repaired.

© 2. Cracked windows, cracked grout,

tiles falling out.

3. Flashing failure at the roof (leaks as
well as ants), especially at the chimney,
premature roof failure.

Althoughthese types of damages mimic
the other types of wear and tear that
houses experience, the aggressive na-

" ture in which these damages are occur-

ring, are directly related to the intensity,
and number of aviation induced vibra-
tions. | started documenting the cracks
on a daily basis, and have kept a con-
tinuous log of all aircraft activity since
late December 1996. I will share this
and other claims information with any-
one interested.

Start taking a hard look at your house.
Put your fingers in your ears if you are
caught outside when a loud jet flies
over. . The FAA, The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, and Newark
International Airportdoesn’tcareifyou
are injured, if the quality of your life has
declined, or if your house is damaged,
because nobody is making them ac-
countable for what they have done.

A
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NEW YORK POST, FRIDAY, MAY 10, 1996

Associated Press
AIR DISASTER: Wreckage (above) is all that
remains of a Sikorsky helicopter (below) that
crashed yesterday during testing in Connecti-
cut. The craft had been slated for White House
use.

4 dead in crash of

test-flight copter

Four people were killed yesterday when a Ma-
rine helicopter set to be used by the White
House crashed in a thunderous cloud of black
smoke after taking off on a test flight in Con-
necticut.

Workers at Sikorsky Aircraft in Stratford —
and motorists passing the company’s airfield —
gasped in horror as the military transport
copter struggled, and then hurtled back to the
earth shortly after 11 a.m.

“] saw it start going up, and the next thing
there was a bi%boom .. . it shook our building, it
crashed, and there was smoke billowing out all
over,” said Mary Beth Desrosiers, a clerk at the
Olronoque Pharmacy across the street from the
plant. :

John Nasufi, the owner of a restaurant across
from the Sikorsky plant, said he saw the craft do
“a back flip.” '

“And then there was a thick, black cloud of
smoke...it went down so fast,” he said.

No one on the ground was hurt.

The helicopter was being o‘Perated by four Si-
korsky empﬁ)yees doing an “acceptance flight.”
Their identities were withheld pending notifica-
tion of relatives.

Officials said the copter was assigned to a Ma-
rine unit at Quantico, Va., which grovides sup-
sort services for the White House. Such services

o not include carrying the president.

The CH-53E, built by Sikorsky and known as a
“Super Stallion,” is a three-engine, heavy-lift
helicopter that can ¢ 56 people and is used
by both the Marines and Navy. Cathy Burke

Y6 S




+ MANBATTAN SPIRIT -

T - BeC: b EEant O

* Itis wonderful news to hear that heh-
copters are restricted from flying-at low
lévels over or near the city, and that they
must fly over the river (“Accord Should
| Reduce Noisy Choppers,” Oct, 4): What
a load of horse muffins this is!"

I live on'the top floor of an apart-
ment building on Riverside Drive. All
| day, all night at all hours, these airborne

locomotives fly along at close proximity

to the island of Manhattan, disturbing
the sleep. and peace of thousands of
people as they go. The noiseis so loud
sometimes that you-can't hear the TV
or talk on the phone. - _ -~

. What private hehcopte ilot cares
about those asleep below? The Hudson
River is quite wide. They should use the
air space over the river and let the mil-
lions who dwell below live in peace.

" “Sleepless on the Upper Weat Side”

Hyve Y66

O ctolaer UL, 1996



6 «» OUR TOWN % JANUARY G, 1997

QUALITY OF

I_1 ¥ E

Courts STRIKE CHOPPER PLAN FrOM BOOKS

Helicopters will be flying free, thanks
to a court ruling that lifts restrictions
placed on flights leaving the 34th Suect
Heliport.

Last Friday. the Federal District Court
of NewYork barred the city from timpos-
ing any air traffic resurictions on the he-
liport, long an anathema to the sur-
rounding community.

kst Side Brie

“This decision is really an outrage,”
said Fast Side Councilinan Andrew S,
Eristofl, a vocal advocate for air wraflic
restriction. *1 felt thatit was bending over
backwards to iaccommodate the helicop-
ter company. IUs just a travesty.”

In operation on 34th Swreet for 28
vears, the heliport has long been aited
by many local residents as a continual
sowrce of noise and air polluuon.

The controversy escalated in the past
decade as the residential population ex-
ploded, in part due to the 1986 opcning
of Rivergate, a 35-story aparument com-
plex. But many also contend that the
heliport is a virtually unregulated enter-
prise that has continue to produce more
traffic and pollution with little regard for
its neighbors.

“The machines are getting larger, the
gasoline is stronger, the motors more
intense — it's quite horrific,” said Micky
Egeth, a local resident for 31 years and
former executive vice president in
charge of community affairs at MECA
(Manhattan East Community Associa-
tion). “The fact that a city would allow a
heliportin a place like this is something
that boggles our mind.”

Eristoff said Friday's judgment is
predicated on a set of federal laws that
reserve the federal government's right
10 regulate air space, preventing a pro-
liferation of local restrictions that would
compromise air commerce and safety.

"I appreciate that the Feds have a

“Courr Resecrs Choppen Prax, p.6
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right to airspace regulation.” Eristoff
said. “But there is plenty of room under
the fedcral umbrella for localities to ex-
ercise their right as owners of a heliport
facility to iinpose reasonable restrictions
that protect the healih, safety and wei-
fare of its citizens.”

A spokesman for National Helicopter
had no comment pending alegal review
of the ruling.

For many, the impact of the heliport
is compounded by its proximiy to a
number of hospitals and mecdical cen-
ters. “The wrangement is a total disre-
gard to public interest,” said M.auun Be-
gun, a dean at NYU Medical Center. "Its
a hospital zonc, a residential zone. The
heliport has no public virtue. We've al-
ready spent hundred of thousands of
dolars for filiers to protect the operat-
ing room. It's an enormous burden on
the medical center and to patiens.”

The community has tried to reason
with the heliport before, resulting in a
number of "gendeman’s agreements.” In
1989, National Helicopier agreed 1o
close the heliport for non emergency
operations from 11 p.m. 1o 7a.m. Butin
1996, City Council tried to secure a num-
ber of additional restrictions in ex-
change for renewing its lease. Restric-
tions included reducing air raflic by 47
percent, prohibiting flights over Second
Avenue, banning Saturday operations
after January 1997 and banning Sunday
operations alter January 1998, In re-
sponse to these measures, National He-
hicopter ook the city 1o courtin May of
1996, citing constitutional violations of
the federal air vaffic laws. The current
ruling only upholds an 8 p.m. o 8a.n.
weekday curfew onall flighs and 4 6 p.m.
to 8a.m. weekend curfew onssightsecing
flights.

Eristofl believes that the city must
pursuc an appeal. “The heliport has be-
come totally incompatible with the sw-
rounding neighborhood,” he said. At
this point, I think that we should seri-
ously consider abandoning any cffort to
live in harmonv with the heliportand just
shut it down.”

—David Bahr
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CHoprPER SacA CONTINUES

esidents who live near the 34th Sureet Heliport should brace them-
selves for more hovering helicopters in the future.

After trying to reduce the number of flights allowed at the heliport,
the city was dealt a blow last Friday with a court decision that lifts almost all
city-imposed restrictions at the hetiport. '

Federal Judge Sonia Sotomayor ruled that the city does not have the right
to pliace restrictions on how helicopters use the skies — because skies are fed-
cral, not local, property.

This is bad news for the noisc-annoyed residents around 34th Street who
have complained for years that noise from local choppers has made their lives
unbcarable. And it doesn't bode well for Manhattan residents at large, who
can cxpect 1o sce more choppers hovering over their ncighborhoods in the
months 10 come.

This case bears some striking resemblance to the recently concluded Toys
‘R’ Us battle, in which two state courts reversed a city decision that banned a
megastore from opening on a residential side street.

Once again, it seems that the city should have more say in how its property
is used. ’

Councilman Andrew Fristoff, a staunch defender oflimiting hclicopler traf-
fic, has intimated the city will appeal this recent decision. We applaud that
notion. Unlike a new agreement arranged by Borough President Ruth
Messinger's office which re-routes sightsecing whitlybirds, voluntuy agreements
between National Helicopter and the city have not appeared to be successful
in the past,

Given the residential density of Manhattan, the ity should have the right
to control the noise-generating industries that reside there. May the case of
the 34th Street Heliport hecome proof of the pudding.

4 ¢« OUR TOWN * JANUARY 9, 1997
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Copter |
: Restrictions_
' Shot Down

A federal court last ‘week struck

. down nearly all the restrictions the city
. has imposed on sightseeing helicopters.
The helicopterover—ﬂightsareasource

of outrage among apartment dwellers who
live under popular routes over Manhattan,
They complain that the flights are exces-
sively noisy and intrusive, especially early
in the morning and late at night. o
Citing federal Supremacy, federal dis-

¢ trict court Judge Sonia Sotomayor, ruled
) that only the Federal Aviation Adminis-
Ji tration could impose flight restrictions,

includeda 47-percent reduction in flights,

sightseeing flights by summer 1998, the
restriction of sightseeing f] ightsto desig-
nated routes, the mandate that helicopters
be marked for easy identification from the
'] 8&round,andthe exclusion from sightseeing
i of 14-seat Sikorsky S-58T helicopters,
. whichopponents say areparticularly noisy.
: Thecourtlet stand aflightcurfew between
' 8p.m.and$ a.m. on weekdays, and 6 p.m.
and 10 a.m, on weekends. .
“lam extremely disappointed and ap-
palled,” said Councilman AndrewEristofT,
who fought for the restrictions after com-
plaints from the 62nd Street heliport. Not-
ing that the City owns the heliport’s land,

Wwe can’t control the way it is used.”
A spokesman for National Helicop-

* and struck down several Tules imposed by .-
the City Council in 1996. These rules

the gradual elimination of ali weekend

Eristoff said the ruling means “if we [the
city] are stupid enough to open a heliport, -

ter, which has leased the 34th Street
Heliport from the city for 24 years and

- brought the lawsuit, declined to com-

ment, saying that the company’s lawyers
were still reviewing the decision.

~ The silver lining is that voluntary
restrictions’ agreed to by the operators
won’t be affected, said Lisa Daglian, a
spokeswoman for Manhattan Borough
President Ruth Messinger, who was in-

" volved in negotiating those restrictions.

Sightseeing helicopters now fly north
over the East River to 86th Street, where

. they run west across Manhattan ahd re-.

turn south over the Hudson River rather
than flying directly above the avenues.
‘Both Eristoff and Messinger prom-
ised that the decision would be appealed, |
and both added.that if al] else fails, the
city should simply close the heliport. . '}
. .“Thecity should work withthe FAAto
develop restrictions that will protect the
community from the effects of helicopter

- noise,” Messinger said, “If that fails, Iwould

support the city pursuing its only other
option, which is to close the heliport.” ]

:That is the only solution that would
placate Patricia Namm Saffran, a resi-
dent of 402 E. 65th St. at Firse Avenue,
“It’s like living in a war zone,” she said,
of the helicopters that buzz her house o -
a regular basis.

An appeal, or any other decision
regarding the fate of the 34th Street He-
liport, is'in the hands of the city Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, which
leases the heliport to Nationa] Helicop-

. ter for some $725 ,000 annually. An EDC

spokesperson refused to comment on the

agency’s plans, saying only that they

were reviewing Sotomayor’s decision,
—Leo Jakobson

Hv< v ¢ g




Copter Regs

Shot Down
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Court Ruling Flies in Face of City’s Flight Restrictions

by Leo Jakobson

Y20

A federal court last weck struck down
nearly all the restrictions the city has im-
posed on sightseeing helicopters.

The helicopter overflights are a source
of outrage among apartment dwellers who
live along popular routes over Manhattan.
They complain that the flights arc exces-
sively noisy and intrusive, especially early

P2 ]

A helicopter takes off from the 34th Street Heliport,
which some politicians want closed. :

in thc morning and late at night.

Citing federal supremacy, federal dis-
trict court Judge Sonia Sotomayor. ruled
that only the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion could impose flight restrictions, and
struck down sevcral rules imposed by the
City Council in 1996. These rulesincluded
a47-percentreduction in flights, the gradual
elimination of all weckend sightsecing
flights by summer 1998, the restriction of
sightsecing flights to designatcd routes,
mandates that the helicopters be marked
for easy identification from the ground,
and the exclusion from sightseeing of 14-
seat Sikorsky S-58T helicopters, which
opponcnts say are particularly noisy. The
court lct stand a flight curfew between 8
p-m. and 8 a.m. on weekdays, and 6 p.m.
and 10 a.m. on weekends.

“] am extremely disappointed and
appalled,” said Councilman Andrew
Eristoff, who fought for the restrictions
after complaints from the 62nd Street
heliport. Noting that the city owns the
heliport’s land, Eristoff said the ruling
means “if we [the city] are stupid cnough
to open a heliport, we can't control the
way it is used.”

A spokesman for National Helicopter,
which has leased the 34th Street Heliport

~from the city for 24 years and brought the

lawsuit, declined to comment, saying that
the company’s lawyers were still review-
ing the decision.

The silver lining is that voluntary re-
strictions agreed to by the operators won't
be affected, said Lisa Daglian, a spokes-
woman for Manhattan Borough President
Ruth Messinger, who was involved in ne-
gotiating the restrictions that went into
effect last Scptember. Sightsecing heli-

copters now fly north over the East River
to 86th Strcet, where they run west across
Manhattan and return south over thc
Hudson River rather than flying directly
abovc the avenucs.

Of course, noteveryonc considers that
a silver lining. “It’s a horrendous, mind-
numbing noise,” said Lorraine Heilweil, a
65-year-old resident of
West 86th Street.
“They've channclled all
the noise onto Koth Street.
l can’t function. | can’t
takc a nap. There have
been three helicopters
hovering ovui my housc
at oncc.”

Heilweil is in the
process of orgamizing res.
dents of her block who
want hclicopter flichis
cnded altogether. Nor s
<he the only onc consider-
ing that option. Both
Eristoff and Messinger
promised that the deci-
sion would be appealed, and both added
that if all elsc fails, the city should sim-
ply closc the heliport.

“The city should work with the FAA
to develop restrictions that will protect
the community from the effects of heli-
copter noisc.” Messinger said. “If that
fails. 1 would support the city pursuing its
only other option, which is to close the
heliport.™

As for complaints about the effect on
East 86th Strect, Daglian added that the
September agreement with the heliport is
“a work in progress.” Shc addcd that
Messinger would be meeting with National
Helicopter represcntatives again in Febru-
ary, and she hoped they would prove ame-
nablc to more compromise.

Daglian said shc did not think the
court ruling would derail voluntary agrec-
ments with National Helicopter, noting
that during earlier talks with thc com-
pany, “it became apparent they were not
awarc of the hardship they were causing
people,” and were anxious to resolve their
differences.

An appcal, or any other decision re-
garding the fate of the 34th Strect Helipon,
is in the hands of the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which leascs the he-
liport to National Helicopter for about
$725,000 annually. An EDC spokesman
refused to comment on the agency's plans,
saving only that they were reviewingjudge
Sotomavor's decision.

Ress font

Lorraine Heilweil would like anyonc af-
fected by helicopter noise o call her at
799.9694. You can also call Manhatian
Burough President Ruth Messinger s of-
fice at 669-8300.
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_ CityWorkihg
on Copter Plan

They are causing nervous breakdowns.
They are forcing residents to leave the city.
They are hampering work schedules, They
are closing businesses. What are they?

You got it — helicopters.

“The city doesn’t realize the depth of
feeling of people who are affected by these
tours,” said Patricia Namm Saffran, a heli-
copter opponent. “They don't realize that
young professionals, young entrepreneurs,
the lifeblood of the city really, are starting
to move away and sell their condos and
homes. It’s really going to be a brain drain
if [this continues].” ’

Formed in February, the Helicopter
Noise Coalition, led by East 65th Street
resident Joy Held, has already amassed a
membership that includes individuals and
community groups from three boroughs —
Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn. The
group ‘has lobbied legislators, helicopter

- companies and practically anybody who

will listen.to their plight. Now, they are
considering legal action.

“I was on the phon¢-*his morning with
two lawyers,” Held sai’d on Trestay-.

Despite-the degree o °f its involvement,
the city does nothave acomy rehensive policy
regarding helicopters and heliceopter flights.

_ The city Economic Develop;ment Cor-
poration, -though, says it is developing a-
policy, which should take from six to eight
months to"complete. It is in the process of
hiring a consultant who will do the kind of
research — on the economic benefits of
helicopters, on the noise levels associated
with the flights and other information — that
would be needed to formulate the policy.

But just how much can the city — can
anyone — do to end the flights?

“We have to be sensitive about the
legality [of any restrictions],” Joe Rose,
director of the Department of City Plan-
ning, told a gathering of residents con-
cerned about the helicopter issue on March
31. “We can’t control who flies over the
airspace in New York.”

el ;. — Peter Duffy
o Ch Yol PRy
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Anti-Helicopter Grou
' Gets Cash i
pper West Side resident o-
‘nated $10,000 to the H er Noise Coa-

lition of New York City to help ir/ the
group’s fight to ban all helicopter wriaffic

over the city. : {
The money was pledged by Robgrt W,
Wilson:— ——. . . . e,

“He gave the money to us becgse he’s
incensed at what helicopters are ing to -
New York City,” said Joy Held, directs
the group. . R

The group will use the money to pay for -
the production of its Pproinotional materi-
als — it has reléased 62- and 92-page pack-
ets documenting the helicopter problem —
staff support and, if needed, legal fees. The
Helicopter Noise Coalition is now in the
process of incorporating itself as a not-for-
profit agency. - o
* . Held said the group’s membership is
growing rapidly, with new interest focussed
on Staten Island, where a number of resi-
dents have complained about helicopter
noise. )

The group is trying to convince commu- -
nity board’s to condemn sightseeing heli-
copter flights. Community Board 7 has done
so, and three additional boards, including
CB 8, will vote on measures in upcoming
meetings. . .

CB7,inits tesolution, called helicop-
ter flights “intolerable” and that they re-
sult “in great emotional and physical
stress.” .

A< ¥ 2



THEWESTSIOER.

PRIL 24-30,-

1997

2

B T T

EDITORIAL

Danger From the Skies

In this space last week, we discussed the appropriate
path to take toward making the skies above the city safer
for those who dwell underneath: pressure the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA).

After the fatal helicopter crash in the East River on
April 15 - the same day last week’s editorial was pub-
lished — the message rings truer than ever.

At the risk of adding one more voice to the chorus of.
denunciations, that chopper could just as easily have

_crashed into a residential nelghjg)rhood (The popula-
tion of Community Board 4’s district — containing the

busy 30th Street heliport on the Hudson River — was
found to have a population of 84,431 by the 1990 U.S. Cen-

sus.) In last week’s crash, the chopper s body, through
sheer luck, landed in the wﬁter, but the tail section flew
at highs eed into a terminal bunldmg It takes only slight
imagination to pictire the tarnage if those tons of steel
came dowri on a busy-West Side street during rush hour.

New York City is truly an engineering marvel, and it's
hard to blame tourists who want to catch an aerial view
of this wonder of steel, stone and glass. We can’t blame
the tourists — we supply the helicopters and sell the tick-
ets. We provide the opportunity for operators to profit
from this menace above..

Tourism is one of New York City’s largest sources of
revenue. But is it profitable enough to jeopardize lives?
That, perhaps, depends on who you ask. :

The citl’s Helicopter Noise Coalition — which, despite
its name, is concerned with safety and health issues, not
just noise — is an alliance of activists and officials who
are fed up with these profitable but non-essential and.po-
tentidlly darigerous flights. Well prior to last week's

tragic incident, the coalition was warning that such was

bound to happen eVentually and we actually got off
rather llghtly Maybe now critics — and bureaucratic foot-
draggers will be more inclined to admit that ﬂTe coali-

tion has been right all along.

Hwce Y13
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) i . imposed on the owner of the aircraft.
Heliports Don'tHave CityPermits -+~ While I am working to pass the bill in
The question of how New York City . the Assembly before we adjourn, so far 1
~ should handle the use of helicoptersand heli- - have not been able to secure a Senate spon-
- ports within its jurisdiction (“Chopper . sor, despite the fact that new bills are be-
Sitdown,” Resident, July 9) involves a variety - ing introduiced in that house every day.
of concerns, including acceptable levels of _ Assemblyman Pete Grannis
noise and the use of airspace over densely : Upper East Side
populated communities. One key question is
whether or not the landing facilities now in
use have the requisite permits from the city.
. Reportedly, both the East 60th Street
‘heliport and the East 34th Street heliport
‘have been allowed by the city to operate
for years without valid permits, which
‘would now require extensive environmen-
tal review and public hearings. While this
has been brought to the attention of city
officials, helicopter flights continue un-
abated at these facilities.
To address this aspect of the problem,
I have introduced legislation to make it a
violation for a helicopter to land at a he-
liport (except in the case of an emergency
or official government business) if such
landing site does not possess a valid zon-
ing permit. To put teeth in this prohibi-
tion, my bill sets out a fine of up to 10,000

Hwve Y475



MIDTOWN RESIDENT August 26 - Se

news

ptember 1, 1997

®

“Ng matter where they come from, heli-

I I le l e Baaaaaa‘ k ' _copters in our airspace are a problem,” said
Joy Held, executive director of the coalition.

National Helicopter, Newly Evicted from 34th Street Heliport, Sets Up Operations

at Wall Street Heliport by Peter Duffy

M ayor Rudolph W. Giuliani an
nounced back in April that the evic-
tion of National Helicopter from the East
34th Street heliport would reduce helicop-
ter flights in the city by 30 to 40 percent.
But he didn’t take one thing into consid-
eration: National would simply move its
operation to another heliport.

That’s  what
happened  this
week.

After losing a
federal court case
to halt its eviction
from the city-
owned heliport,
the sight-
seeing helicopter
company began
flying out of the
Wall Street heli-
port, owned by the
Port Authority of N.Y./N.J.

“It just shifts the problem from 34th
Street down to my area,” said downtown
Councilwoman Kathryn Freed.

Since the Wall Street heliport is a public
access facility, the Port Authority must, un-
der federal law, allow National use of its
space — even though the company still owes
the city more than $700,000 in back rent.

The Port Authority says it is well aware
of National’s troubled history and is do-
ing what it can to limit the company’s
operations.

1

£ 29 D
Will helicopter move fly?

“We are requiring National to pay all
fees at the time they are incurred,” said
Peter Yerkes, a Port Authority spokesman.
“We turned down their request that we
rent them office space and ticketing ar-
eas. We refused permission for nighttime
and weekend operations. ... We are limiting
their operations to the degree we are al-
lowed to by law and
we aware of the
concerns that have
been expressed by
the city and the
community.”

Liberty Heli-
copters, another
sightseeing com-
pany, currently flies
out of the Wall
Street heliport.

Peter McGann,
president of Na-
tional Helicopter, and a press representa-
tive for Giuliani did not return phone calls
for comment by press time.

The Helj oise iti
has a lawsuit against the city seekin
the closure of the East 34th Street heliport

argues that the relocation of Nati

"the dow eliport will do nothin
alleviate community complaints ov
helicopter naise angd worfies over safety.

-

<

Brooklyn Heights residents are particu-
larly concerned about increased operations
at the Wall Street heliport, located just
across the river from the upscale neigh-
borhood. It was a major topic of discussion
at Tuesday’s meeting of the Brooklyn Heli-
copter Task Force, which includes public
officials, residents and helicopter officials.

“We are worried that the ongoing
problems are going to be exacerbated by
an increase of flights at Wall Street,” said
one task force member. S

In other helicopter developments,
Johnson Controls, a helicopter company
specializing in corporate flights, has be-
gun flying out of the 34th Street heliport.

It also continues to fly out of the East
60th Street heliport, which the city has said
it will close once the company has com-
pletely transferred its operation to 34th
Street. Johnson Controls has recently
changed its name to American Port Services.

icqpter Noj ition’s lawsui
argues that the 34th Street Heliport must

be closed because it violates noise levels set
be-

by the city’s administrative code and
“cause 1t operates without a speci

1ty zoni

wnic

uidelines for its operation
[oh i ing into 34th

Street without a special Eermit! so this

,W is flauntin

Taw,” said Held, “... There hasheep no

regard it is abso-

[utely outrageous. A citizen can’t ar-

bage on the street on the wrong day. But

“The flight routes will likely remain the same
— the choppers will fly over the same neigh-
borhoods as they did previously.

A 7 JA

here th nv is allowed to go in there
without a special permit and i complete
violationf the statutes.” L



Midland Park, N.J. November I, 1997 Aviation International News

, of the elite U.S. Marfne

ificant enough to ground a

linton was already - aboard
ustol !

Jecided to shut down'the helicopter. A backup rotorcraft was rought up and the
rip proceeded without incident. The flaw was latér described as a “loss of rotor
m.ll R " E g

A presidential candidate for Honduras’s ruling party wasn't as lucky in October,
when the rotorcraft (make and model unknown) in which he was riding during a
rural campaign trek crashed during landing. Carlos Flores and six companions

ere injured, the helicopter destroyed. According to accounts broadcast by Radio
America, Flores fractured a portion of his back in the impact. The helicopter was
reported to have hit power lines and trees before contacting the ground. Flores is
the front-runner for the November 30 elections.

A Russian-made Mi-8 has crashed into the Caspian Sea, taking with it the lives of
some 21 oil workers and helo crew. The Mi-8 went down near the Gyuneshli off-

X shore oil field, near Kazakhstan. Only one passenger survived. He was hospital-
ized nearby and reported in critical condition. No cause of the accident has been
determined.

Six months after the fatal crash of a Colgate-Palmolive American Eurocopter BK 117

into the waters of the East River off Manhattan claimed the life of a senior exec-

. utive, that operator is routinely operating its other BK 117 in a plant-to-plant

‘g shuttle throughout the New York and New Jersey area. The Colgate operation had

been awarded a mileage safety citation by American Eurocopter just a few months

before the crash last March, noting its many miles and many hours of accident-free
time. At present, the company has no plans to replace the lost helicopter.
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Congress urged to regulate city’s copter
noise, safety

By Geoffrey erhams

Politicians and activxsts

gathered at the West 30th-
Street heliport on Monday 10"

promote a bill recently intro-
duced in Congress that
would empower the Federal
Aviation Administration

dangerous :

“Help-put a stop to the
problem of helicopter noise
and potential threats to safety
before it gets out of hand ”
wrote Maloney, Nadler and
Towns in the October 31
letter to their Congressnonal
colleagues

(F AA) to regulate hehcopter /{ i The Hellcopter NOlse

noise and safety in New

populanons -of* more than'
500,000. © -

If enacted, the Helroopter ;

Noise Control- and - Safety

Act- would give the FAA

authority to determine if the

aircraft pose a threat to the -
city’s “public health and

welfare, and to develop a
plan to reduce that risk.

Put forth by New York
Congresspersons Carolyn
Maloney, Jerrold Nadler and
Edolphus Towns, the bill
would severely curtail heli-
copter overflights that some
activists,. residents and poli-
ticians say have “long
plagued” New York City.

State and city officials are
now “powerless to control
the noise” emitted by the
thousands of helicopters that
take off, land and fly over
the city each.day, maintain
the U.S. Representatives.

Only the federal govern-
ment, not local or state
agencies, can regulate air
space, Federal District Judge
Sonya Sotomayor ruled in a
January court decision that
angered city officials and
anti-noise activists. -

“The FAA [should] have
the authority to cut down on
the unsafe and noisy helicop-

+ Control - and -+ Safety Act
York and other ‘cities with'r would allow - the Fifgh:

srestrict the day;’

types - of helicopters. used,

-and the operations of partic-

ular heliports.

-Under the law, city, state
and local agencies or heli-
port owners could submit
regulatory plans to the FAA,
which would have the au-
thority to modify or imple-
ment them. Should the bill
become law, administrative,
emergency, media and mili-
tary helicopter operations
would be exempt from any
Testrictions.

“I am confident that this
bill will gather the support it

needs in Congress to pass

and make our city, and other
American cities, safe from
the noise and danger of
unregulated helicopters,”
said Maloney.

There - have been five
helicopter crashes, resulting
in five deaths, in New York
City since 1983. -

“New York residents
report helicopters blasting
overliead every two minutes
during peak hours and dur-
ing days and weeks when
travel is heavy,” stated
Maloney, Nadler and Towns

- Street helip:

every day it is in operation,”
said Joy Held, president of
Helicopter Noise Coalition
(HNC), a group of 15,000
activists that sued the city in
June in an effort to close the
East
eventually eliminate all non-
emergency overflights in the
city. “Those- standards go
back 18 years:”' - .

- HNC oommrssnoned a

nd private Enviropmental Im-
v/ frequency of city takeoffs
landings and overflighis, the”

18) On the 34th
in September
and October, learning that
noise caused by hellcopters
there was 12 times what city
codes allow. Held maintains
the ﬁndmgs of her group’s
EIS mirror those of a similar
one done by the city in 1995,

“pact Study.

“The city has noise codes
it refuses to enforce,” said
Held, who likened the city’s

' relationship with what she

calls a “renegade, rogue
helicopter industry” as the
“fox - guardmg the hen-
house.”

State Supreme Court Judge
George Daniels has said he
will decide shortly whether
he plans to render a decision
on the pending class-action
lawsuit (filed by HNC,

-~ Congresswoman Carolyn

Maloney and Assemblyman
Steve Sanders, among oth-

ers) based on evidence al-
ready submitted by both
sides, set a hearing date to
review what’s already been

submitted, or set an open -

hearing so he can call wit-
nesses and hear testimony.
“The aim of this bill is to

Side heliport, and -

.gone . ahead with
l$488,000 helicopter master
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ensure . that city residents
recapture some measure of
the peace and tranquility that
has been' taken away from
them by constant helicopter
activity,” said Nadler.

In April, Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani’s tentatively an-
nounced his bid for a city-
wide master plan on helicop-
ters, when he resolved to
close the 60th Street heliport
(following a fatal crash
there), move its operator,
Johnson Controls (now
American ‘Port Services) to
34th Street (evicting its
longtime operator, National
Helicopter), and later open
another “mega-heliport” at
Pier 76 on the West Side.

Since then, National has

been evicted, American has

replaced them, but 60th
Street has yet to close. Offi- _

.cials say the facility will -

remain open until the end of
the year.

National, which moved to
the downtown heliport in
August, was barred from the
facility the following month
for failure to provide evi-
dence of insurance.

Despite Giuliani’s pledge
to cut helicopter traffic by up
to 40 percent, the city has
its

"plan, currently being con-
.ducted by consultants Ed-
wards and Kelcey Engi- .
neers.

The plan, whrch encom-

passes all faeets of the c1ty s
long-term helicopter policy
(including heliportlocations,

in their plea for support. :
“There has been a 23-per- |
cent increase in hellcopter l
takeoffs and | landings in New | '
York Crty since 1991.” :

That increase, say anti-
noise activists, has exacer- | §
bated a problem that the city ' §
has long ignored.

“The 34th Street heliport
is [in violation] of the city’s
noise code every hour of

ters that are chipping away
at our city’s quality of life,”
said Maloney. “We’ve
already had several deaths in
the city because of helicopter
accidents. That is several too
many.”

Prior to Monday’s press
conference, the three dele-
gates solicited support for
the bill from colleagues,
calling helicopters “loud and

operations and air traffic), is
funded by federal, state and
city money, and should be
completed by early next
year.

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney wants the FAA
to begin regulating helicopter traffic over big cities.

[Ive 9739
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Chop‘ping' at the City’s Residents:::

To the editor:

In response to your article “Enemy Ter-
ritory,” Nov. 20:

Community opposition to helicopter

Ready for takeoff!

overflights comes not only from Manhat-
tan — this a multi-borough fight.
Liberty Helicopter’s new routes limited
to the Hudson River are hardly “success-
ful” for West Side residents living near the

‘Hudson or for folks visiting waterfront

parks there. Nor were West Siders con-
sulted about the change, brokered through
Brooklyn Rep. Ed Towns’ office and the
Eastern Region Helicopter Council
(FRHC). The way the ERHC “works with
the community” is by pitting one neigh-
borhood or borough against another, to
benefit the industry.

The Helicopter Noise Coalition’s recent
helicopter noise readings of 94 decibels at
Rivergate are mirrored by the city’s own
recent findings of over 90 decibels at a
Roosevelt Island residence and the city’s
1995 Environmental Impact Statement
which recorded equivalent readings for lo-
cations near the East 34th Street Heliport
(sustained noise over 85 decibels causes
permanent hearing loss!).

- Residents and hospital patients near the
East 34th Street Heliport should prepare
for a renewed onslaught of helicopter
noise, fumes and threats to safety when he-

licopter traffic is rerouted there following
the city’s closing of the East 60th Street
Heliport by year’s end.

While I was ultimately reinvited and did
attend the Helicopter Master Plan Techni-
cal Advisory Committee meeting on Nov.

20 at EDC, the public and the press were:

barred from this meeting, in violation of the
New York State Open Meetings Law. This
law mandates that meetings held by govern-
ment or quasi-governmental bodies, which
are funded by public dollars to discuss is-
sues of public policy, must be open to the
public. ) ’
Joy Held
President, Helicopter Noise Coalition

Editor’s note: The Economic Development
Corp. is holding a second public meeting to
discuss the goals and objectives of the city’s
heliport and helicopter master plan on Tues-
day, Dec. 2, at 6 p.m. The meeting will be
held at the second floor courtroom of Brook-
Iyn Borough Hall, 209 Joralemon St.
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GREG SARGENT

All Noise, All the Time: Sii'ens,
 Choppers ... Cloth Banners?
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HELICOPTER HULLABALOO

Representative Jerrold Nadler made
some noise, too, recently. At Community |

Board 1°’s meeting on Jan. 20, he spoke

(but not too loudly) about a bill he is spon-

soring to combat the tourist choppers that

have contributed to Manhattan’s decibel

count. Called the Helicopter Noise Con-

trol and Safety Act, the legislation would

give the Federal Aviation Administration

the authority to regulate tourist and business

helicopters—an authority it does not now

have.

The choppers swoop back and forth

along the Hudson and East rivers, and

across Manhattan at 86th Street.

‘ Mr. Nadler, whose district in-
cludes the West Side, told The -

Observer that tourist flights are

the target of the bill, which is
co-sponsored by his colleagues

Carolyn Maloney of the Upper

East Side and Edolphus Towns

of Brooklyn. He said that a 2-

year-old solution brokered by

former Manhattan Borough

President Ruth Messinger,

which produced the current

86th Street route, was inade-

quate. Mr. Nadler said that if the

F.A_A. had the power to regu- -

late chopper flights, the public
would have an avenue to pursue
relief not available to them be-
fore. Board 1, Manhattan’s
southernmost board, took no
formal action on the issue.

“Simply moving helicopters
from one part of the city to an-
other does not solve the prob-
lem,” Mr. Nadler told The Ob-
server. “It simply moves the
complaints from one communi-
ty board to another.”

The board’s district manager,
Paul Goldstein, took a slightly
less global view. “The biggest
concemn is that they not dump all

EVELYN ALDEN

area,” he told The Observer.

the helicopters down in this /‘
/
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A year after the helicopter disaster

She’ar Yashuv looks back in anguish

By DAVID RUDGE

A year afterwards, residents of
Moshav She’ar Yashuv still live
with the horror of the night when
disaster literally fell onto their
community out of the sky.

The very name of the moshav
has, unfortunately, become syn-
onymous with the helicopters dis-
aster — the worst of its kind in the
history of the IDF - which
claimed the lives of 73 soldiers.

The physical scars have long
since been erased, but bitter mem-
ories remain of the night when
two Yasur transport helicopters,
packed with troops, collided
above the community and crashed
to Earth.

One of the helicopters fell in
fields on the outskirts of She’ar
Yashuv, the other ploughed into an
empty guest house sandwiched
between two homes. Both heli-
copters burst into flames on
impact.

There were no casualties among
the residents, but they still bear
psychological scars from the trau-
ma of that awful night.

Shimon Soffer, the community’s
security officer, had just finished
his guard duty report and returned
to his home on the moshav when
he heard an explosion.

“With the benefit of hindsight, I
know now that it was the first heli-
copter crashing. I also heard a
noise like an engine whining and
then about 90 seconds later there
was a second, terrific explosion
that rocked the ground,” recounted
the 49-year-old father of four.

His first thought was that

Katyusha rockets had hit the small
close-knit community, just off the
main road leading from Kiryat
Shmona towards the Banyas and
then upwards to Mt. Hermon. The
reality was much worse than his
most dreaded fears.

The fierce flames and exploding
ammunition prevented residents
from even approaching the heli-
copter. Only afterwards, when the
fires had been extinguished, was
the magnitude of the disaster
unveiled under the floodlights of
IDF and emergency rescue crews.

Soffer helped recover the bodies
from the bumed out wreckage.
Afterwards he feit the need to put
his emotions into words in the
form of a poem which honors the
memory of the 73 young men
whose lives were suddenly, tragi-
cally cut short.

Reciting his ballad, which tells
of the soldiers joking and recount-
ing stories to one another after a
period of home leave and then the
collision and the crash, his voice
cracks and his eyes mist over.

Soffer shakes his head sadly.

As he spoke, two IAF heli-
copters passed overhead, almost
like an omen. “Every time we hear
helicopters we — all of us, and I
think I'm speaking for all the resi-
dents of She'ar Yashuv - look
upwards, and remember,” Soffer
said.

His friend, Eli Livneh, was at his
home at the other end of the
moshav on the fateful night.

“I have been in wars, I have seen
friends killed alongside me and 1
have been wounded myself, but I
have never seen and never want to

see again what I saw then, a year
ago,” said Livneh, a retired senior
IDF officer.

Livneh was outside talking to a
friend. He actually witnessed the
collision of the two helicopters
and saw the first one crash into the
fields, just 300 meters from his
house.

“I am not a religious person, but
I believe that what happened is
what we would call fate,” said
Livneh, who found it difficult to
recount the scenes of the rescue in
which he and other residents
assisted.

“Our children go there, sponta-
neously, to the spot and light can-
dles and we have continued to do
that throughout the year. Some
people have tried to shut it out, but
for those of us who were close to
the disaster the memories remain,”
he said.

What he cannot accept, when it
comes to the question of why it
happened, is the attempt by some
to blame the disaster on the ongo-
ing war in south Lebanon.

“This could have happened any-

 HvC YE 2

where, as it did, unfortunately,
the past [when 54 soldiers we
killed in the Jordan Valley

1977.] To use this disaster as a s
gan and say it’s a good reason
pull out of Lebanon, is not t
right thing to do and in my opini
it harms the parents. It might w
be thai we should pull out

Lebanon, but the debate should 1
be linked to the disaster,” he saii

The guest house into which 1
second helicopter crashed h
been demolished and grass nc
covers the site. There is an anci¢
oak tree nearby, however, whi
survived intact. It is to the tree tt
parents of the soldiers and airmx
as well as comrades and visito
come on a regular basis to lig
memorial candles at its base.

“The tree is 700 to 800 years ¢
and would be able to tell us a lot
history if it could talk,” Sof.
said.

“Maybe, it is also a symbol to
— that we should be like the tn
with strong roots and good he:
It is a symbol that life goes on,”
added.
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5 Aboard Die
As Helicopter

Hits PowerLine
And Crashes

-MONROE, N.C,, May 25 (AP) — A
helicopter that was flying too low hit
a power line early today and crashed
onto a four-lane highway, missing
cars -but Kkilling all five people
aboard.

The helicopter shiould have baen
flying at about 500 feet, more than
three times the ‘height of the wire,
said Butch Wilson, lead investigator
for the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board. -

“He could have been trying to
make an emergency landing,” Mr
‘Wilson said.

The helicopter missed traffic on
U.S. 74, which is used by vacationers
traveling between Charlotte and
beaches in North Carolina and South
Carolina.

Sheriff Frank McGuirt said no
cars were involved.

‘‘Cars were driving by while it was
coming down on the highway,” Sher-
iff McGuirt said.

The pilot, John Thomas Elliott, 49,
was taking passengers to the Monroe
Airport after Sunday’s Coca-Cola 600
Winston Cup race at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway, about 30 miles
away.

The stock car race ended about
two hours before the crash.

The airport is a few miles from
where the helicopter went down.

In addition to Mr. EHiott, those
killed were passengers Craig Good-
man- Rudolph, 33; Alexandra Jo-
hanna Schiffers, 30; Kevin Dadey, 25,
and his wife, Pamela, 26. Ms.
Schiffers was from Marshall; the
others were from Charlotte. =~

To avoid getting stuck in traffic,
some racing fans use the helicopters
that offer shuttle service to and from
the track on race days.

The crash closed the hlghway -in
both directions for several hours.
One of the westbound lanes was open
by dawn.

Weather was not a factor, Mr. Wil-
son said. Fog, which eventually be-
came quite thick, was just starting to
form around the time of the crash.

The helicopter is owned by U.S.
Helicopters Inc., a rental company.in
Marshville, N.C., which said the
crash was its first in its 19-year
history. ’
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Copter crash
MONROE, North Carolina:
Five. people died yesterday
when a civilian helicopter
crashed into a highway 50km
east of Charlotte. The heli-
copter was so badly damaged
that investigators were hav-
ing trouble determining its
identification number and
the origin of the flight.

Hwe 18Y
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Choppers Face Chelsea Foes

Chelsea resident Colleen Caron remembers a time
when she rocked her children to sleep in a hammock in
their private garden behind her apartment. “But because
of all the helicopters,” she said, “those days are long gone.”

Concern among West Side residents about increased
helicopter traffic in and around Manhattan has grown
tremendously in recent years. Caron is one of hundreds
of members of the Hudson River Branch of the Heli-
copter Noise Coalition (HNC), an organization desir-
ous of eliminating all but emergency helicopter traffic
from the city skies.

Members of the HNC, as well as other West Side
residents, fear that the proposed Hudson River Park will
lead to another heliport in Manhattan, worsening a noise
and safety problem they claim is already out of control.

The preliminary version of the Hudson River Park Act,
co-sponsored by New York State Assemblyman Richard
Gottfried and New York State Sen. Franz. Leichter, al-
lowed for a new heliport to be built in the park on Pier 72

, or 76, located off West 32nd and 36th streets, respec-
tively. But after mounting opposition, largely by West Side
* community boards and local organivations, language in

l

3

the bill allowing for a new heliport was dropped.

Community Board 2, for example, passed a resolu-
tion in support of the Hudson River Park Act several
weeks ago, but only after sponsors of the bill complied
with its objections that a heliport did not belong within
the confines of a recreational park.

still, many residents are concerned that the bill may
change again, allowing for heliports. “The bill may be in
our favor right now,” Joy Held, president of the Heli-
copter Noise Coalition, said, “but until it becomes law,
it can be changed and different language can be put back
in.

The increase in helicopter traffic over New York has
been so dramatic over the last several years that the
Economic Development Corporation (EDC) is cur-
rently drafting the New York City Heliport -and Heli-
copter System Master Plan. Although not yet written,
several community groups and politicians are already -
concerned that the EDC's plan will focus more on how
to increase commercial development than create safety
regulations.

In a public

hearing last week at Community Board 4,

Ileliéopters

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

a host of local representatives submitted
prepared statements voicing their con-
cerns with EDC’s master plan.

Assemb. Scott Stringer submitted tes-
timony lamenting that no single federal
agency had adequate jurisdiction to fully
regulate helicopter traffic.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler echoed these sen-
timents in an issued statement express-
ing concern that insufficient helicopter
flight regulations was the impetus for his

Helicopter Noise Control and Safety Act,
abill he co-sponsored that would give the
FAA greater authority to regulate helicop-
ter traffic. R

HNC members are scheduled to meet

with City Councilmember Stanley
Michels next week to discuss other pos-
sible actions.

“Right now, we don’t have the re-
sources to go after all the heliports at
once,” said Held. “We have to go one site
at a time, which will cause a temporary
imbalance. But that doesn’t mean we
aren’t moving in a stréightforward line to
where we want to be.”

— Sam Bruchey
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Manhattan Aporer  HI1[75
 EDITORIAL

Create a Livable Park

! It is hard to find faultv with the idea of é pafk Along-the Hudson River.

More green space can only benefit the city. But it is equally hard to see
the benefit of more helicopter flights over Manhattan, which might be a
result of the Hudson River Park Act.

Helicopter flights over the city have proliferated exponentially in the last
decade. And wﬂ;ﬁ the additional flights has come an increase in noise, pollu-
tion and risk of tragedy should a helicopter crash on a crowded city street.

Responding to the increase in helicopter traffic, the Helicopter Noise Coa-
lition (HNC), an organization dedicated to reducing the numﬂer of commer-
cial flights above Manhattan, formed one year ago. Since then, that organiza-
tion has made considerable gains. One East Side heliport has been closed,
several lawmakers have introduced legislation designed tocontrol the. rolif-
eration of helicopter flights, and pﬂb%;tsz awareness of the dangers of flights
over Manhattan is greater now than ever before.

But now there is the possibility that the gains of the HNC will be offset by
anew heliport that might be built on the West Side pursuant to the Hudson
River Park Act. Indeed, the original version of the Hudson River. Park Act
called for a new heliport, on either Pier 72 or 76 (on West 32nd and 36th
streets, respectively). While the rolposal was since modified to disallow he-
liports, residents are understan ably concerned that by the time the bill is
enacted, it will include a provision creating a new heliport.

It would be a shame to see HNC's successes of the past year offset by yet
ancther heliport. We urge the state lawmakers not to put one in the new

park.

Ave Y&t
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THE WESTSIDER

LETTERS
A Ory Against 'Coplers

To the Editor:

Your article on our community
efforts against helicopters [“A
- Whirling Dervish for Westsiders,”
April 9-15) may confuse some
readers about the Gottfried-

Leichter Hudson River Park Bill.
Our bill would prohibit any he-
liport on the Hudson River water-
front from Battery Park City to
50th Street. A heliport has no
place in a waterfront park. i
_ At first, Community Board 4
had supported moving the present
West 30th Streét Heliport onto
Pier 76 because the community
wanted to movedt away from the

T em e e

land, and Pier 76 was expected to
be devoted largely to a ferry termi-
nal (not park uses) anyway. An
early draft of our bill therefore fol-
Tlowed that community position. It
neyerreferred toPler 72, -

~ However; the community, Sen.
Leichter and T have since changed -
ourview for two keyreasons: -

First, Pier 76 is not going to be
a ferry terminal and should in-
stead be devoted primarily or en-
tirely to park uses. Opening a he-
liport on that pier is therefore out
of the question. i

Second, it is becoming in-

creasingly clear that any heliport
on the Hudson River waterfront
would likely become the major, or
only, facility in Manhattan: So the

only sensible approach is to rule
out any heliport in the park area.

That is exactly what our bill does.
When your article says that

the “mounting opposition” to a
heliport at Pier 76, you should
‘have told--your readers that
Leichter and I were active par-
ticipants in that opposition and
revised our bill accordingly.

As for Community Board 2, the
bill draft prohibition of a heliport
was added well before they took a
position on the bill.

No legislator is more adamant
or persistent than I am in opposi-

the Hudson River Bill responds to |.

=

tion to helicopters and heliports. I
am a prime sponsor of Assembly-
member Debra Glick's.bill to re- |
strict heliports in New York City. I
am a party to the Helicopter Noise
Coalition’s anti-heliport lawsuit. I
have vocally opposed the lack of op-
portunity for community input into

the city's Helicopter/Heliport Mas-
ter Plan (in testimony and in let-

HE Y § T

ters to the administration), calling
on City Council Speaker Peter
Vallone to hold an oversight hear-
ing, supporting the federal Helicop
ter Noise Control and Safety Act
and never missing an opportunity
for comment at a public hearing.

: Richard Gotlfried

State Assemblymember
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- City’s heliport master plan falls

‘Copter plan
_blasted by

. arealeaders

By Charles Sweeney

" The New-York City Heli-
. copter. ‘Master - Plan was
i unveiled at a meeting at One
Police Plaza last Thursday,
.and local politicians and
other community leaders are
far from satisfied.~ -
Commissioned by the New
. York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (EDC),
the plan fell short of the
, expectations of community
officials and citizens con-
. cemned about the noise and
danger caused by - under--
i _regulated helicopter flights,

- if the public gathering was" -

Continued from page 1
any indication.
State Assemblyman’Steve
Sanders blasted the plan,
- calling it “a waste of money,
providinguseless solutions.”
Sanders also called for the
closing of the East 34th
Street heliport, calling it a
“major public nuisance to
my constituents that should
never have been located in
such a densely populated

area.”

The report did not take
into consideration “safer,
cheaper methods of trans-
portation,” according to
Sanders. In his remarks at
the meeting, the Assembly-
man suggested that the city
consider ferries as an alter-
native 1o the noise and dan-
ger of helicopter fraffic. = -

The cify’s report recori:
mends discontinuing sight-
seeing tours from city-
owned heliports. Current}y,
there are no sightseeing
flights from the East 34th
Street heliport, but flightsdo
take place from the state-
owned heliportsat West 30th

Street and downtown.
The report also favors the
development of a new heli-
- port at either Pier 72 or Pier
* 76 oni the West Side, despite
_ strong objection -from €ity

Councilman Tom l?ua{\c.
The report also maintains

" that corporate helicopter

activity should remain level
or decrease over the next 10
years, an item “-strongly
objected to by The; Helicop-
ter Noise Coalition of New

York (HNCNY). R
~ . On .thqgwhq_le;m c)%s
> master; plan’, I pds
Tda =7 g v__‘géix D s yquo

 fof tengxt décadofem

P

the few changes would be
erecting a:noise barrier on
the western perimeter of the
East 34th Street heliport, to
“mitigate potential ground-
level noise effects.” It:also
calls for the:establishment of
a complaint hotline, to be
established and maintained

~ by the EDCs: !

..> Ninety~ percent of the

}mnding'ifgghp;plm, which

e, was theyesultsof a study
 Z-conducted by:the aeronau-
«gtical consulting firm Ed-

wards -and * Keeley, came
from federal . funds, five
percent from city funds and
five percent from state
f\.‘_ﬂds. : . “__
Calls to the EDC to deter-

mine the cost of the plan .

were not returned, but lotal

> officials estimate the tab at

_ approximately $300,000.

. While -addressing ° the -

meeting on-the plan, Coun-

.-cilman Duane described it as

“unacceptable.” Duane’s
Council district includes the
heliport on West 30th Street,
where the city is the land-
lord. ’ '

" In February, the city won

-a-court battle giving it the
 righttorregulate traffic from

' heliports- where "it" is’ the
. 1andlord. However, agtivists

and community leaders have -

e ienot rericn T

tive enough and did not take-
into ‘accountthe views ‘and
opinions of residents and
community leaders. o

Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent C. Virginia Fields was
one of the plan’s harsher
critics, calling for a com-
plete moratorium on sight-
seeing flights around Man-
hattan.

«withoutair tours,” Fields
said, “the plan projects }hat
future helicopter operations

would be. reduced by 70

percent.

Fields called for a drastic
reduction of flights from the
East 34th . Street- Heliport,
limiting the site for emergen-:
cy use only. “This would

‘bring the total helicopter
operations in the city to well
within the capacity for the
downtown heliport,” Fields
said. . :

Blasting the plan and the
city’s efforts at regulation,
Duane called the proposed

solution “window dressing
on a plan that cut the com-
munity and elected officials
out of the process, which -
will .not solve any of our.
problems.” !
| City Councilman Andrew :
| Eristoff, who is also in favor
g‘f1 t}sl uting down the East ;
‘ Street heliport, sto
shor?f‘iif ctiticizing thg p::f:
port: ﬂ‘ ;;f;
“Ithink its a useful cata- -
logugigf wizt is now going”
on 4 e regilatory system, -
the fraffic routes,” Eristoff.
said. “But I don’t think it”
struck any bold new notes.” .
The meeting at One Police:
Plaza was an attempt by the
city to solicit-and include the -
reaction and feedback of the
community. “The responses
will be compiled in an ad-
dendum to the report, before .
the Mayor receives the plan
and decides which parts of it
he wishes to implement.
" Perhaps the most strident
critic of the plan is HNCNY.
Joy Held, the group’s presi-
dent, characterized the plan
as “putting special interests
above the public’s need for
protection against helicopter
noise.” .

[ 4E G

short, leaders insist

¢ Founded by Held in re-
sponse to noise from heli-
copters flying along sight-
*goeing routes .over the East
{River.near ‘her. apartment,
“the HNCNY maintains that
-all sightseeing flights should
be _prohibited,’: corporate.
traffic “should ¢ ‘severely
limited and only bne heliport
should remain open out of
‘three currently in use in
Manhattan.

The group also wants
helicopters to have clearly
marked undersides for easier
identification in the event of
noise violations or route

_deviations.

Eristoff, while familiar
with the East Side group’s
written response to the plan,
does not share its hard-line
_position.

“I’m not one of those who
say, No helicopters over
New York City whatsoev-
er,” he said. “I’ve read
HNCNY'’s response and my
own view is more of a paro-
chial East Sider. My main
concern is the East 34th
Street heliport.”
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Taking a Chop at Over Fllghts

8Y DEBRA DEACON ;
West Side residents maynotseeanendwaircraftnoxsemwtime soomn.
-The recent increase in air traffic and noise due, in part, to summer construction

at La Guardia Airport has not let up since the

. scheduled end of the construction season in
mid-October and is keeping some local resi-
dents up at night, counting over flights.”

Thirty-one-year Central Park West residentf

Diana Schneider recently counted 11 jets pass-

- ing over her apartment near 70th Street duiting-
a 25-minute period. She said she is often awak-.
ened at night and worries aboutsufferingfrom* h S0l

a sleep deprivation disorder.

“Evenifyoudon‘twakeup,yourbodysﬁllis" * - Thefrrestor beds are

- affected by the noise,” she said. “The noisé puts-| in the: Y
your body into a ‘flight-or-fight’ mode-and can- | keep
cause high blood pressure, increased:risk of | therin

strokesandahostofotherillnesses:”"

got worse in the spring of 1996, whe bie pianes'| Somié of {ts*plaiies 1

started using adifferent flight

reseamh,shediseoveredthatthep]nmmedto.

lineuponeaﬁ.ertheothertolmdaﬂn(}uardm.
“Nowtheyfanoutanigetﬁnmeledm" SRR

‘During the:most recent air-
port construction season, from
Mayso to.Oct. 12, airplanes were.
“ divertedwhileone ‘of the runways |
was resurfaced, . its :ipilings

strengthene(fmdmweds
installed,uid Jim Morrissey of
the. Port Authority La Guardia

> Congested:skies are'n
“only complaint from'the public

- Helicopters -and -pollution - are |

’posedlyitevaporatesanditis

_| also a concern.
“Helicopters are an unregu-
lated ole t industry,”
een Karen of the Heli-

oopter Noise Coalition, “Theyfly -
without a minimum altitude, and
if they don't land, they don’t have
to contact La Guardia tower.”

- The-New York City airspace is
nue for an overhaul according to
-the Federal Aviation Adminis-

ation. The plan includes La
ardia; Kennedy and Newark

nd | international airports and hope-

fullywlll reduce the noise and
{'cut ’down on delays. Last year

1285 Newark-and La Guardia rated
1 ha ’theworstinairdelaysinthe

‘highly toxic,” said Alan Greene of
SaneAvnaﬁonforEveryone. |

T
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Weést Side Express

By Marc Borbély

~ visneey -

Clipping Helicopters

FEDERAIL GOVERNMENT — Last week,
Representatives Carolyn Maloney and Jer-
rold Nadler introduced a bill that would
give the Federal Aviation Administration the
authority to regulate New York City heli-
copters. :

“The number of helicopter take-offs and
landings in New York City has increased by
23 percent since 1991, they report, and
during peak hours, they say, helicopters can
be heard every two minutes, disrupting
neighbors’ lives.

The courts, say Maloney and Nadler, have
decreed helicopter-regulation to be off-lim-

its to local and state goveniments. leaving
noise and traffic currently unregulated.

West Siders trying to ban helicopters got some support in Washington from Representatives i
Carolyn Maloney and Jerrold Nadler.

—
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Residents Appeal to FAA to End

Nuisance Helicopter Flights

Noise pollution -- plus complaints about
clamor and reverberations — were on the
agenda as Island leaders teamed up with resi-
dents to urge air traffic officials to put an end
to low-flying helicopters.

In return, top brass from the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) and the
Eastern Regional Helicopter Council (ERHC)
pledged to assess changes in the FAA’s
favored helicopter route.

The forum, held at the Unitarian Church of
Staten Island in New Bnghton was hosted by

Assemblymember Elizabeth Connelly and
Rep. Vito Fossella, in conjunction with the

“New Brighton Citizens Committee, the Forest

Regional Residents Civic Association and the
Randall Manor Residents Association.
The current air route travels across the

Island from the Fresh Kills landfill to St -

George, disturbing residents in the northwest
section.

The new route, proposed by ERHC for
travel between New York and New Jersey,
would take pilots only over waterways.

Islanders gather for the lowdown on noise pollution and disturbance caused by low-flying

helicopters.

Photos by Jim Romano

Comprising the panel are (from left): Matthew Zuccaro, ERHC Board of Directors advis-

er; Arlene Feldman,

FAA regional administrator;

Michael McMahon, aide to

Assemblywoman Elizabeth Connelly; Assemblywoman Elizabeth Connelly; and Thomas
Quaadman, chief-of-staff, Congressman Vito Fossella.

Hve 49
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Matthew Zuccaro, ERHC Board of Directors adviser,
dais are (from left) Assembly aide Michael McMah

on, Assemblywoman Elizabeth
Connelly, congressional chief-of-staff Thomas Quaadman, Councilman Stephen Fiala
and Assemblyman Eric Vitaliano.

AN
speaks to the crowd. Pictured on the

3

Crow

The d listens intently.
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Helicopters:
More Towns
Are Starting
To Say No

. By DAVID WINZELBERG.

FANTASY for those stuck in traffic and a con-
venience for corporate executives, the helicop-
ter is the ultimate freedom machine. Unencum-
bered by flight plans or runways, these air

taxis can take off at a moment’s notice and land a few
steps from a passenger’s final destination.

But in recent years that freedom has been reduced
on Long Island as more and more towns have passed
regulations restricting where they can take off and fand.
And in some areas where helicopters can still operate on
private property, neighbors are becoming more vocal
about the noise.

There have been three or four helicopters at Bis-
trian Gravel in East Hampton, flying back and forth to
construction projects on Long Island and in Connecticut,
but now there are none. “We used to be able to land
anywhere,” said Barry Bistrian, the company’s presi-
dent. “But the town made restrictions on that.”

Ken Kurrass, an officer of Norman Kurrass Con-
struction, used a helicopter to get to job sites from his
East Patchogue office in the 1970’s and 1980’s. “We
would land in empty lots or an empty field,”” he said.
“But now there are more restrictions on where you can
land. If I have to land at an airport and then have to
drive or provide transportation, then it’s not worth it.”

There was more helicopter activity on private prop-
erty five or six years ago, according to Mike Brazill, the
chief operating officer for Summit Aviation in Farming-
dale, one of the Island’s largest air charter companies.

“We would land around the Oyster Bay area, on the
horse farms in Old Westbury and on private estates in
the Hamptons,” he said. “But there is less of that now,

e 49y

. Maxine Hicks for The New York Times
Hehcppters have flown from Thomson In-
d.ustnes’ headquarters in Port Washington
since 1962, but that use may be in jeopardy.

because local homeowners complained.”
Federal regulations allow helicopters to land wher-

! ont yards, requirin ;;
i‘a;ldmlg area of only 40 feet square or less (lliut mgost
Long Island towns h ibited_helicopt:
A . elicopters on pri-
l:ogégﬁiit?fioﬁggtzl except in emergencies, such as EB_l’i“cf Blf
“In . g
hospit: some cases, special use permits can be
In December Cablevision i
, applied to the Town of
;)g'stgr Bay to operate a helicopter from its newl(;/
No?‘ltl}l):'%(; pg)glerty in Be‘;,t;lpage, which it purchased from
: mman. ile the application i
review, the company continues to fly j ot of
C Y in and out
prop‘e‘a;&z, tg the chagrin of some nearby homecl)lwrcl)tfertshe
_ on’t want these things flyin '
‘e d : g _over
%rigtsﬁe SCa:lj) lJ UI.IO. Gonzalez, who lives across the strzléf
r €vision site. Mr. Gonzalez i i
fitter who has lived in hi e on SeDe
$ ranch-style home on §
Avenue for 37 years, hel han 600
A , ped collect more tha 600
Signatures on a petition 0pposin 3
Sigr : _ the use -
YlSlOH helicopter in his neighborﬁood. of the Cable
e BGnr:mman _had once tested a variety of aircraft at
AWAEtS page site, including the F-14 tighter and the
ot rz}dar plane. However, 105 acres of the 645-acre
property is owned by the Navy, which exempted the

Crntive. -+ ce
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NEW YORK POST, FRIDAY, MAY 7, 1999

Time-share chopper a shore way

fo Ila'nipggns-

By BRADEN KEIL

+ Now you can take your time-
" share helicopter to your time-

. ghare house in the Hamptons.

.; Beginning on Memorial week-
; end newcomer Gabriel Aviation
- i8 offering a summer-long char-
“ ter package of helicopter service
“to and from the Hamptons for

‘about the same price as a rental

B share in a beachhouse.

- 'The trip will take 35 minutes

: -— as opposed to an average of
|  three hours by car..

The helicopter has been the

': preferred — if pricey — mode of

travel for celebrities and cap-

. . {ains of industry heading to the
.Hamptons oceanfront man-
gions.

i But now, some regular folks

joining ‘their ranks.

While many helicopter-charter
companies

area—l4atlastcount-—none..
has ventured mto the shareff";,

“I wanted to spnead the oost of';» 3

hehoo flying: to. make it af-
fordable
option,” sa
president of Gabriel Aviation.
He says “his frustration at

already serve_ the..
Gabnelhasaﬂeetbfmr-cond:-

to those who may mnot
otherwise consider it ‘a viable
Jeff Hyman, 32, .

Hamptons traffic, coupled with -
a marketing background and -

passion for whirlybirds, was the

catalyst for his idea. =+«
s company is

Hyman’ charging;
$5,975. for a 15-weekend pack-

'ff"t

age (an average of $398 round- -

trip) for a limited membership™

of less than 50 individuals. ,
Other - helicopter - charters

range from $1600 to $2,200°

each way for a five-seat chopper. °

In contrast, the Hamptons Jit-
ney bus costs $22 each way.

Manhattan locatlons and land

at the East Hampton Airport

and the Southampton helipad.
The company has set up a flex-

“ible schedulmgsystemtoacoom-
. modate’* members : .and then'

\_«changmg mnerar;es. . :
> The copters will- depart 'l‘hurs-

days and Fridays and retum on
Sundays and Mondays. ;.

“So far, the -yesponse to the
program has been very enthusi- .

--astic,” said partner Mike Renz,

who's also one of the oompany's
pilots. )

FLY BOYS: Mike Renz (seated) and Jeff Hyman are betting

their helicopter business will take off.

Hwv < Y96

N.Y. Post: Tamara Beckwith



N FAR¥EysFoUte change
vforma’nhattan-to-dersey
mswﬂl begin

in 6 months

ket

x

.-.)

B e

By TERENCE J. KIVLAN
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HINGTON — Federal officials have

% to a flight route change designed to
{ukeep southbound helicopters flying out of
¢#Manhattan. slanting across the North‘
%hore ont,hen'waybo New Jersey. .
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: icopter issue carried over to its

U HE W
.-Under t
fly entirely over water to

P

 aireraft: wguld
ew Jersey

" via New York Harbor, the Narrows and

Raritan ‘Bay — instead of roaring over -
densely populated residential neighbor- ~
hoods like St. George, Randall Manor, West
Brighton, Port Richmond and Mariners
Harbor.

The impending route change was an-
nounced this week by Regional Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) Adminis- .
trator Arlene Feldman in a letter to Re-
publican Rep. Vito Fossella, who, along with
Assemblywoman Elizabeth- Connelly D-
North Shore),spressured the agency to do
somethmg to gase, ,the nmse plagumg Is- _

copter fllghts to “drop dramatlcally” with,
e implementation of the new route be-"
”%ause it has the support of the Eastern Re-
* ffional Helicopter Council, which represents

land areas. !

Ms. Feldman’ explamed the adJustmentb
would be implemented in about six mdnths
and said in the meanwhile FAA offiéials

| are encouraging helicopter pilots to tdke

alternative routes other than the one over
Staten Island.

The North Shore route was approved
about 10 years ago, apparently without the
knowledge of Island elected officials. '

Ms. Feldman, however, stressed that even

- after the new flight pattern takes effect,

helicopters can still receive clearance from
FAA air controllers to go over the Isiand
. because the :route, while not considered
preferred, is: deemed “safe and legal.”

x4

helicopter owners and operators in the har-

bor area.

- In a joint statement, Ms. Connelly and

«“Fossella hailed the FAA route remapping.

f)‘lan as-a major breakthrough. “For’ _years
‘we have fouglit to relieve the constant noise

problem caused by helicopters, and we are

thrilled that T fforts .. o ha t
= Wietor sl/ o llgh

prob-
y air-
" add only 2.5 minutes to the aveér-|’

a consultant for the &

he Island sponsored by Ms. i\
group, said the new route would:

* Connelly and Fossella, Matthew

1

Officials of the Eastern Coundil"’,‘ ‘
* could not be reached for comment
“We honestly believe we c:«in
mitigate this problem to a point |

age trip to New Jersey and that he
saw no valid reason why the ;

mostly corporate helicopter oper-

last night. But at an April 6 hear-
ators would not take it.

performance on other noise
-lems, namely those caused b
; liners leaving Newark Airport.
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From the git-go, I was open to the enlivening possibilities of a savage animal attack.”

e Hag
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TV SPORTS/Richard Sandomir

The Missing Leader,
And Other Race Gaffes

- In marathon coverage, the only

. thing worse than missing a runner’s

dramatic break for the lead late in
the race is missing the finish,

For 14 minutes on Sunday, Chan-
nel 11 viewers did not know that
Franziska Rochat-Moser had over-
taken Tegla Loroupe for the wom-
en’s lead in the New York City Mara-
thon. Loroupe was last seen leading
on 138th Street. Then, no word. Elite
runners lost in the mists of Manhat-
tan.

During those 14 minutes, the men
were winding up; John Kagwe was
headed toward a possible course
record. So Trans World Internation-
al, which produced the event for
Channel 11, followed Kagwe, then
four more runners, to conctusion.

Yet no word about the women. No
split screens. No picture-in-picture.
And nothing verbal from the studio
by Al Trautwig or Marty Liquori.

Ordinarily, ignoring a climactic
moment would be a sign of incompe-

. tence. But T.W.1. was faced with fog-

produced technical woes. Telecast-
ing the marathon is complex on dry,
sunny days, but fog impairs the capa-
bilities of motorcycle-carried cam-
€ras to transmit signals to helicop-
ters hovering above.

‘“The greatest fear is not wind,
Snow or rain, but fog,” said Pau] Bis-
sonette, Channel 11’s station man-
ager. With the fog ceiling as low as
200 feet, signals were regularly bro-
ken up. Fy i ters
eventually made emergency land-
ings. They Eroba ly should not have
been up at all. .

Bissonette believes the 14 minutes
of women’s coverage were missing
because the fog killed them. **There
were huge gaps of time when we
could not go to a signal to a helicop-
ter because of the cloud cover,” he
said.

After the 14-minute break, Chan-
nel 11 hung with the women for about
two minutes, then shifted to an inter-
view with Kagwe, which could have
been saved for later, and two min-
utes of commercials. Hi ho! There’s
news going on!

Surprisingly, Bissonette said that
even if there had been no fog prob-
lems, wrapping up the men’s race
was of greater import than Rochat-
Moser’s move to the lead, “We prob-
ably would have used tape of it,” he
said.

Bissonette could not say yesterday
whethermelackolrepomngon Ro-
chat-Moser’s taking the lead meant
that all means of communicating to
Channel 11, such as walkie-talkies
that were used by Spotters, were also
rendered useless by the fog.

But even if the weather had

: downedallmodesoftellinguswhat

was occurring on the women'’s side,
tell the viewers, We knew we were
missing something.

Still, the fog did not cause all of the
production’s problems:

9In a road race, knowing the time
is sort of important. Viewers like to
know. But Channel 11°s running clock
was used far too infrequently.

9Despite hearing how moving it is
to watch the runners come off the
59th Street Bridge onto First Avenue,
there was no shot of the glorious mo-
ment,

9Kagwe's surge to the lead at
about Mile 23 was missed, swallowed
by commercials. Breaks came higg-
ledy-piggledy, as if no one paid ade-
Quate attention to the race. You can’t
always guess the right moment for a
break, but you can guess better.

9Confusion between Liquori and
Kathrine Switzer. From 138th Street,
Switzer reported that Rochat-Moser
was fading to third place. But 14 min-
utes later, Liquori called Rochat-
Moser’s lead a “surprise to me, but
not to Kathrine, who said she’s been
running well all year.” Switzer soon
reinforced her surprise, saying she
had no idea *fireworks”’ would come
from Rochat-Moser.

And how much of a lead did Ro-
chat-Moser have? Was it 11 seconds,
as Liquori said? Was it 20 seconds, as
agraphic said? Or was it a minute,
as Liquori would later reckon, when
he said Loroupe was trailing Colleen
de Reuck by two minutes, “so she’s
three minutes off the lead.” Or not
long after, was the lead down to 11
seconds, as Trautwig said? That de
Reuck must have some kick.

PURE EMOTION Bob Fishman, the
CBS director, is a cancer survivor.
So directing Scott Hamilton's first
performance after the skater's treat-
ment for testicular cancer “was one
of the best experiences of my life,” .
Fishman said.

“I've been where Scott was, but to
see him healthy again, to give him
advice, to tell him what’s ahead, well,
that's as good as the job gets,” Fish-
man said. Directing ““Scott Hamil-
ton: Back on the Ice” (tomorrow
from 9-10 P.M.), “where your friend
is out there, getting a standing ova-
tion and can’t get the words out of his
throat, had me crying in the produc-
tion truck.”,

Throughout the show, in which
Hamilton skates to one song, Fish-
man said he thought of Brandon Tar-
tikoff, the former NBC executive and
a friend since their prep school days,
who died recently of cancer. “‘A lot of
the evening was spent thinking of
Brandon, and about how lucky I am,”
Fishman said.

Amwaves The National Football
League extended the exclusive nego-
tiating period with ABC, NBC, Fox,
ESPN and TNT through Dec. 1.. ..
NBC’s pro football studio chat on
Sunday between Sam Wyche and Jim
Kelly about Kelly’s altercation with

.Colts quarterback Jim Harbaugh on

Oct. 25 should have been held last
Sunday. .. . Fox Sports snared the
rights to the Cotton Bowl starting in
1999. ... Among the topics Marv Al-
bert will discuss Friday with Barba-
ra Wallters on ABC’s 20/20” will be
reports tying him to a transvestite
dancer and a slain dominatrix. . . .
ESPN's **Outside the Lines’ on
Sportsmanship at 7:30 tonight is
worthwhile if only for the Chicago
Bear li er Bryan Cox's discus-
sion with eighth graders about his re-
peated failures to be a sportsman.

oo v g
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A Movement
To Muftle |
News Choppers

For years, noise generated by sightseeing
helicopters vexed many Manhattan resi-
dents, who complained so loudly that the
city began restricting tourist flights to more
remote airspaces. But there are no such
restrictions for news helicopters. Now some
people wantto regulate those as well, saying

they hover at low altitudes for long periods’

of time, their enormous blades whirring in
the sky. ) ,
Currently, news teams at Channels 2, 4, 5,

7 and 9 use helicopters to cover breaking

stories and major events from a bird’s-eye
perspective. : .
News choppers are not quiet. In a letter

. sent Nov. 9 to all five stations, State Senator

Thomas K. Duane wrote that the noise was

“the source of increasing complaints to my: .,
office as well as those of other elected -
officials and regulatory and oversight agen=:

cies over the last few years.” - :
A fire on the Upper West Side last month,
Mr. Duane continued, attracted three news

" helicopters, which hovered at an altitude of
© “just afew hundred feet for about an hour at
: 6 am.,” disturbing the sleep of residents
. dozens of blocks away.

Diana Schneider, who lives near the

. American Museum of Natural History, said

her home has been «inundated” with noise

Hwe 500

. over residential areas. Another is to pool

_coverage was highly unlikely because each
“- gtation sent a reporter and camera operator

o
!

¥

. - ] ances Roberts for New York Times
Manhattan residents have long been complaining about the noise from helicopters.

from news helicopters. “They show up for
the marathon, for the Thanksgiving Day
parade, for any major event in the par ,’
she said. “During the Garth Brooks concert,
it was like a war zone.”

Ms. Schneider is a member of the Man-
hattan Helicopter Task Force, formed by
the Manhattan Borough President’s office
to deal with sightseeing helicopters and now
news flights.

«Ag tourist flights abated, we began get-
ting more complaints about news chop-
pers,” said Lisa Daglian, the spokeswoman
for Borough President C. virginia Fields.
“One problem is, news flights originate in
New Jersey. We only have jurisdiction over
flights out of New York.”

Ms. Daglian said that news organizations
sometimes sent representatives to task
force meetings, but that no solutions had yet
been found. Among the ideas proposed are
restrictions on altitude and limits of when
and for how long news helicopters can hover

aerial coverage.

Executives at all five stations said they
were willing to meet with community lead-
ers on noise issues but added that pool

aloft. :

Bart Feder, news director for Channel 7
Eyewitness News, said that “wherever pos- -
sible, we tell them not to hover over a
specific area longer than necessary, and if
they can, to stay over a park or water.” As
for the hours, he pointed out that Channel 7
has aba.m. newscast, but that ‘‘we never fly
rofore six.” DAVID KIRBY
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Quiet skies may be

just over the horizon

A new law recently passed

. by President Bill Clinton will

bring city residents.“one step
closer to life under safer and

quieter skies,” according to -

Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney.

Maloney had mtroduced

blanguage in -this -year’s
- Transportation Appropria-

- tions bill that urges the

-Federal Aviation Adminis-

tration (FAA) “to develop
plans to deal with public
complaints regarding heli-

. copter noise, traffic -and

safety issues.”

Last week, Phil Craft, a
spokesperson for Maloney,
said the congresswoman sent

anoteto FAA Administrator .

Jane Garvey, requesting a
meeting to discuss the impli-
cations of the recent change
in the law and to help devel-
op a plan regarding helicop-
ter noise.

Hw <

“We can no'ionger afford
this helicopter flight free-

for-all,” Maloney - said.

“New Yorkers experience a
constant din from helicopter

traffic, which has increased.
: 23 percent over the city

since 1991.”

According to reported-

stanstlcs ‘the city’s heliports

“account for more than

150,000 takeoffs and land-
ings each year.
More than half of those

_flights start at the 30th Street

heliport, slated to close
sometime in the year 2001.
The displaced traffic is
expected to move to heli-
ports in lower Manhattan.
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DAILY @ NEWS

Wednesday, January 12, 2000

elicopter noise called
peril to public health

task force to look into the mat-
ter, But the environmental group
said the city’s helicopter use
master plan, released in the fa}ll,
understates the effects of in-
creased numbers of helicopter
overflights on the environment

By CHRISENA COLEMAN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
A New York-based environ-

mental group released a study “New York City is the most

‘yesterday that concluded heli-

heavily helicopter-trafficked ar-

copter noise in the city is linked ea in the country, with more and pul?hc hea‘lth. tmgeg:;g
to health problems. - than 140,000 flights yearly dur- l‘i:lty to t’ﬁclc?i]sse itx)l an effort
In its 57-page report, the Natu- ing the 1990s,” said Richard Kas- - the he co;:h er n ise

ral Resources Defense Council sel of the resources defense to prote.ct € pubic. ouncil
said the type of noise caused by group. “Clearly, now is the time Cunningham said the Counc
helicopters is linked to serious for the city and the individual he- ad done two studies about air-
health. problems in New York- liports to decrease noise and pro- D o e
ers, including. cardiovascular tect ‘t,,l;‘—& public.” . e ) X

and sleep disorders, anxiety and

impaired learning ability in chil- - “Helicopter noise is annoying be-
dréh. | : ; : .1 s hriPrTA- cause of bla_de slap and low-fre-
; cording to the study, titled quency noise th?.t results in
“ less I%oise: The f‘q};gative not look at helicopters. Howev- building vibration. )

Imgact$sof Helicopter Traffic in er, there were noise complaints She said residents also should

Ne¥ ‘City and the Tri-State on record from residents who be concerned about potentially

Re / ! ithere are not enough did not like hellcopters in their h'amful t9,dns released into the
* regflafions in place to monitor neighborhood, which prompted air by helicopters.

helfbopter noise, and it is put- the latest study. City Councilwoman Christine

ting the health of New Yorkers
At risk. - :

i “We found out that helicopters
are very underregulated,” said

She said helicopters are not
being_ forced to comply _thh
noise and pollution regulations.
The council said there is no pro-

Quinn (D-Chelsea) said she has
received all sorts of complaints
from constituents about helicop-

ter noise.

- couticil spokeswoman - Carolyn vision in the Clean Air Act regu- <=<Helitopter-noise. is. an €NOFw
k:unningham, who wrote the re- lating pollution from aircraft. 2Rty oA s e Lt f ! 2 EHCN &SR T

port. “New York City has the _
highest helicopter traffic in the .

2

“There is an urgent need for

s
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S b LN AS . A S 0 S ut

kolltrypand the residents are se- @
verely impacted.” mous problem in my district,”
The report says there are no said Qluu: uts!' ?;: olneh(;f thehchla:a;
emission standards for heli comp:ain ve ne
ter engines and that ‘t’lln.ei: e;?igz sinee. I took ?fﬁ"e: The noise is §
o g nabete and uncon: keepng ok Shidren up at ¢
trolled. : ' - 2
Council offici id the i ings to vibrate.” § -
should 3{ tczals ar(s;aé e city She said the industry has not
ou’d work toward decreasing been regulated but that she $
the city’s sightseeing helicopter hopes the situation will be recti- $
flights and eventually ban them, /-W C 503 fied. 2
because they are not necessary “This report is enormously £
and are bad for the environ- helpful to me,” she said. “It fur- |,
ment. ther proves what people have §

n-telling me all along.7- .
Ty ’
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Helicopters landing at the East River Heliport at 34th St. are one source of numerous noise complaints by neighbors.
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Making Noise
About Noise

E-nvironmentalists say rumble from
belicopters can damage health

By Ben Upham

Helicopter noise, an issue
that has smoldered in city
neighborhoods for years, has
once again hovered onto the
news horizon, with an environ-
mental watchdog linking the
noise to “serious health prob-
lems.”

A Natural Resource Defense
Council (NRDC) study, which
has been in the works for three
years, states helicopter noise can
cause cardiovascular disorders
and anxiety.

Just two days after the report
was released, the city’s Econom-
ic Development -Corporation
Helicopter Committee had its
inaugural meeting to discuss the
issue.

According to a separate report released
by the committee last fall, helicopter flights
in New York are expected to rise 83 percent
by 2017, from 138,000 in 1996 to
253,000. Complaints have been rising in
recent years, the report stated.

Community residents have been agitated
over this issue for many years. Complaints
by residents on the East Side led to the clos-
ing of the East 60th Street heliport.

Underlying the controversy over heli-
copters is the FAA's plans to overhaul air
traffic patterns nationwide, the first
redesign in more than 30 years, officials
said. :

Because local municipalities do not have
authority to regulate airspace, any changes
to helicopter regulations will have to be
taken up at the federal level.

The FAA held a public meeting on Tues-

-day in Manhattan to solicit public comment

on the flight pattern overhaul, which will
not be completed until 2004 or 2005. The
following morning, officials from the FAA
joined the city’s helicopter committee to
discuss local solutions to the noise problem.

The report by thé NRDC recommended
-more federal oversight of helicopters and

their operators, including establishing
noise thresholds like the ones required for
airplanes. According to La-Verne Parris of
the NRDC, the group would like to'see
some of its recommendations taken up by
the FAA.

Jim Beters, a spokesperson for the FAA
Eastern Region, said, “If the NRDC subrmits
the report to us as a proposal to be includ-
ed in the airspace redesign project, we will
look at it and study it and see if anything
can be incorporated into the airspace
redesign.”
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Joy Held, who formed the Helicopter
Noise Coalition of New York City in 1997
after experiencing helicopter noise first-
hand, said choppers “have a sound like a
pneumatic drill.”

After a couple of days of constant noise,
Held said, she was on the verge of a break-
down. “I was walking around crying, I was
a complete mess,” she recalled. Her coali-
tion wants to ban all flights from New York
City, except for emergencies.

In New York City, the new Helicopter
Committee will be the primary vehicle for
community complaints. Already, the com-
mittee has almost eliminated sight-seeing
tours over New York, and has gotten heli-
port operators to agree to document the
types of craft using their facilities.

Committee officials said the next step is
to work with the FAA to implement
improvements at the federal level. |
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‘ 19 Marines Die in Crash

Of Trouble-Plagued Craft

By ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON, April 9 — A Ma-
rine Corps aircraft in the final stages
of its introduction crashed in Arizona
on Saturday night, killing all 19 ma-
rines on board and renewing ques-
tions about its safety.

The MV-22 Osprey plunged from
the sky and exploded at a small
regional airport in Marana, Ariz., 15
miles northwest of Tucson, as it was
preparing to land, said a marine
spokesman, Capt. Rob Winchester.
The Osprey is a technology hybrid
with rotors that swivel so that it can
1ake off like a helicopter put cruise
like a turboprop commuter plane.

This was the third crash of an
Osprey in the past decade.

The cause of the accident is under
review. Military investigators were
dispatched to the scene from Yuma,
Ariz.,, where the flight originated,
and Washington.

The Osprey that crashed and a
second one were conducting a night
training mission about 9 p.m. local
time, simulating the evacuation of
civilians. Most of the 4 crew mem-
bers, who were using night-vision
goggles, and 15 other marines who
were killed had been stationed at
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Firefighters at the scene said that
eyewitnesses reported seeing the air-
craft head ‘“straight. downward,”
Katy Heiden, a spokeswoman for the
Northwest Fire District, was quoted
by The Associated Press as saying.

Controversy has dogged the Os-
prey program since its inception in
1981. The Marine Corps has champi-
oned the Osprey as a faster, larger
and more flexible replacement for
its Vietnam-era CH-46 Sea Knight
transport helicopters.

Marine commanders envision the
Osprey as the ideal long-range air-
craft over the next 25 to 50 years for
ferrying -marines from Navy ships
into combat zones, humanitarian op-
erations or rescue missions.

Built jointly by Bell Helicopter
Textron and the Boeing Company,
the Osprey can reach more than 400
miles per hour and 25,000 feet. It is
designed to carry up to 24 people or
external loads of 10,000 pounds.

But at $44 million, the Osprey has
drawn sharp criticism from many

7

military analysts for its steep cost as
well as its safety record. A report by
the General Accounting Office deter-
mined in 1990 that the Osprey was
too heavy and vibrated excessively
in early tests.

President George Bush, on the ad-
vice of Secretary of Defense Richard
B. Cheney, tried to kill the program
in 1991. But Congress kept it alive.

Builders say modifications in the
original design have made today’s
Ospreys lighter and safer. President
Clinton eventually authorized buying
up to 458 planes for the Marines, Air
Force and Navy, with 360 of them
going to the Marines.

Two other Ospreys have crashed
during the program’s development.
One nonfatal crash, in Delaware in
1991, was attributed to wiring prob-
lems in the gyroscope system, which
keeps the aircraft flying level. In the
second accident, in Virginia in 1992,
all seven people on board were killed
after an engine caught fire.

The Osprey that crashed on Satur-
day was one of four based at the
Marine Corps air station in Yuma.
The planes were conducting their
final test flights before being as-
signed to the first operational Osprey
squadron, in New River, N.C.

The final testing phase was origi-
nally scheduled to be completed in
late May or June, but Marine offi-
cials said this weekend’s accident
could delay that. The Marines today
temporarily suspended test flights of
the remaining three Ospreys in Ari-
zona and a another one in North
Carolina pending the crash investi-
gation. The first full squadron of 12
aircraft was to be ready by January
2001. ]

Congressional supporters today
defended the aircraft. “It’s certainly
premature to think this accident will
have serious impact on the pro-
gram,” Representative Curt Weldon,
a Pennsylvania Republican who is
one of the Osprey’s staunchest back-
ers, said in a telephone interview.

In a statement released by the
White House, President Clinton said,
“This terrible loss of life is a remind-
er of how many men and women in
the nation’s military put their lives
at risk, each and every day, so that
we might be a free people.”
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Administration Plans Forest RoadBan

An Effort to Increase Protection for a Quarter of Natlona( Land

By DOUGLAS JEHL

WASHINGTON, May 8 — A draft

proposal from the Clinton adminis-
tration to safeguard national forests
from development would bar road
building across nearly one-quarter of
those lands but would not immediate-
ly rule out future logging or off-road
vehicle activity.

The proposal, which was outlined
today by Forest Service officials, is
intended to flesh out a pledge that
President Clinton has portrayed as a
central part of his legacy. But some
environmentalists said it fell short of
their hopes and warned that it would
leave some land open to exploitation.

The plan was described by Forest
Service officials in advance of an
announcement on Tuesday. It will be
reviewed by the administration after
a comment period that is to include
300 public meetings in the next two
months, and advocates on both sides
of the issue said they held out hope
that it would be revised.

The agriculture secretary, Dan
Glickman, who oversees the Forest
Service, called the draft plan an im-
portant step toward preserving
“among the last and best pristine
lands in America.”

Mr. Glickman said the draft was
‘“a balanced proposal.” But he add-
ed, “It’s clear to us that any good
proposal can be improved upon.”

The idea of putting so much forest
land off limits to roads has been
strongly opposed by powerful law-
makers from some Western states,
who contend that it would deal a
heavy blow to the timber industry.

But the administration’s plan
would bypass those critics by using
administrative rule changes that do
not require Congressional approval.

Mr. Clinton first outlined the initia-
tive in a speech last fall, and it is the
subject of intense debate on Capitol
Hill, where Senator Larry E. Craig,
Republican of Idaho, dismissed it
today as an unfair “‘end run.”

The Forest Service proposal, in the
form of a draft environmental im-
pact statement, provides the first
details on the administration’s plan.
A plan that the agency named among
several alternatives as its favored
approach would immediately bar

road building in virtually all of the
large, unprotected roadless areas in
the forest system, spanning a total of
43 million acres in 39 states.

The 155 national forests and grass-
lands that would be affected include
Lewis and Clark National Forest in
Montana, Tahoe National Forest in
California, Olympic National Forest
in Washington and White Mountain
National Forest in New Hampshire.

But the one forest explicitly ex-
empted from the proposal is the Ton-
gass National Forest in Alaska, the
nation’s largest, where conservation
efforts have been opposed by Alas-

ka’s Congressional delegation. .

Under the proposal, no decision
about whether to set aside roadless
areas in the Tongass would be made
until at least 2004, when plans for the

Part of a promise ‘to
protect all this before
it’s too late.’

forest come under review. .

In laying out the administration’s
approach last October, near one such
forest area in Reddish Knob, Va., Mr.
Clinton vowed “to protect all this
before it’s too late.”

But in interviews today, environ-
mentalists criticized the administra-
tion’s approach. Ken Rait, director of
the Heritage Forests Campaign, a
Portland, Ore., organization that
works for forest protection, said he
had hoped the administration would
draft a tougher policy that ‘“‘com-
pletely safeguards these forests.”

“We are hopeful that the final poli-
cy will measure up to the vision that
President Clinton laid out last Octo-
ber,” Mr. Rait said.

About 34 million acres, or 18 per-
cent, of national forest land has been
set aside by Congress as wilderness
areas, which are off limits to devel-
opment and on which roads, logging
and off-road vehicles are banned.
About 50 percent of national forest
land is open to logging or was long

ago crisscrossed with pads.

The administrationl plan would
cover most of the restyhich is listed
by the Forest Servi¢ as roadless
areas but where rog construction
has never been totallyuled out. Con-
gressional approval vuld have been
required to formallydesignate any
of the land as wildness, and the
opposition from th/ Western law-
makers has prompid the adminis-
tration’s effort to afon its own.

The Forest Serjce welghed sev-
eral alternatives tjprotect the road-
less areas, admisstration officials
said. The officials pid at least one of
those plans would)ave gone further
than the one thepgency chose, by
ruling out logging The recommend-
ed ban on road hilding alone was
based on the belif that “road con-
struction represerts the single great-
est threat to the siialand ecological
values of roadless artas,” a Forest

. Service official said. :

The official sad he road ban
would have a broai efect because it
would make logging arii other activi-
ties extremely difficul. One official
estimated that the aproach would
reduce future logging)y 70 percent
in what are now roadlks areas.

But environmentalits said that
unless logging and ofjroad vehicle
traffic was explicitly prohibited in
the final plan, helicopt logging and
other activities could spil areas that
deserved total protectiin.

The timber industryhas long op-
posed efforts to putb ad tracts of
forest off limits to rcads and logging.
But a top official sad today that the
industry expected 9me form of the
broader protection p be put in phce.

“We're not resigied to it geting
through without a fight, but I tlink
the odds are that jtwill get through,”
said the official, V. Henson Mare,
president of the Anerican Foret &
Paper Association ind a former on-
gressman from Lotisiana.
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he drives seven minutes to Trenton Mercer

Airport, straps himself into a
four-seat Robinson R44 heli-
copter, and pilots it to the
Wall Street Heliport. Instead
of a grueling two-hour drive
in stop-and-go traffic on the
New Jersey Turnpike, the trip
is just a 20-minute flight.

Coast to coast, top man-
agers are turning to helicop-
ters to avoid traffic tie-ups.
Many major corporations
now include choppers in their
business-aircraft fleets, ac-
cording to the Helicopter As-
sociation International.

With five busy heliports in

New York City and dozens of

heliports and helipads in its

suburbs, the New York met-

ropolitan area is the world’s

ottest helicopter market

(followed by Tokyo and Sio
Paulo, Brazil). Companies
use the versatile craft to shut-
tle executives between Man-
hattan and exurban offices in
Westchester County and
southern Connecticut as well
astoand from airports.

“Let’s say you're at
corporate headquarters
in Stamford and have to
getto JFK, " says Bill deDeck-
er, a partner with Conklin &
deDecker Associates, which
tracks aircraft usage. “The
typical flight to Europe leaves
at6or7pM. Youre looking at
a traffic nightmare-——unless
youfly overit.”

What’s making choppers

54
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Helr- COMIMUIING CATYIes bwy executives above the fmy

By Paul Burnham Finney

HEN MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT
Richard Ordowich leaves his office at
STS Associates in Princeton, New Jer-
sey, to meet a client in lower Manhattan,

more affordable is the con-
cept of fractional ownership,
already commonplace with

A Rohinson R44
chopper flies over
L.A.’s freeways.
Inset: The Peninsu-
la Hong Kong's
rooftop helipad.

corporate jets. For a company
that owns one, the operating
cost of a helicopter (includ-
ing the pilot, fuel, and depre-
ciation) is about $250 an hour
for a two-seater. One that can
carry five or six employees
costs about $800 an hour. But
corporations say they earn

their money back by avoiding
having executives caught in
traffic jams. At Corrugated
Synergies International in
Renton, Washington, Chair-
man and CEO Hans G. Koch
got fed up with long ferry
rides across Puget Sound and
Seattle’s rush-hour snarls, so
he had his company buy a

Coast to coast, managers are tyrning
to helicopters to avoid traffic tie-ups

$300,000 R44, took flying les-
sons, and cut his travel time
from two hours to less than
ten minutes.

On the far side of the Pacif-
ic Rim, business travelers are
relying more and more on
helicopters to escape urban
bottlenecks. “Tokyo, Osaka,

Hve 5 ¢ &

and other cities barely have
room for runways, but there’s
plenty of space for helipads,”
says Barney Byard of Avia-
tion Data Service in Wichita.
In Bangkok, forexample, The
Peninsula hote! offers a ten-
minute, $300 airport com-
mute via helicopter to bypass
the city’s world-class grid-
lock. The Peninsula Hong
Kong is also trying to launch
achopper shuttle service.

By contrast, business trav-
elers to Europe will find
few helicopter services be-

cause of consumer and regu-
latory opposition. The craft

cannot operate even at Lon-

don’s Heathrow Airport.

Some would like to see simi-

lar restrictions in the Unit-

ed States: New

York has already
effectively stopped
rooftop helicopter
landings.

In any event, the
trend of choppersas
taxis is gaining mo-
mentum, according
to Cassandra Bosco
of the National Business Avi-
ation Association: “People
are just trying to get from
point A to point B as effi-
ciently aspossible.” [

The following are aircraft
charter companies that rent,
lease, and sell helicopters. The
Helicopter Association International
in Alexandria, Virginia, can suggest
other companies in your area (703-
683-4646).
¢ American Eurocopter in Grand
Prairie, Texas: 972-641-0000.
4 Robinson Helicopter in Torrance,
California: 310-539-0508.
4 Sikorsky Helicopters in Stratford,
Connecticut: 203-386-4000.

Eal a0 0 Most business travelers feel they have less control over their free time on the road than they did 5 years ago.

CONDE NAST TRAVELER
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Measuring That Whirring Sound Just Above

For years, New Yorkers have complained
about helicopter noise to just about anyone
who would listen. Right now, they have the
attention of the federal government, and
rattied residents living near helicopter
routes are giving officials an earful.

Last spring, Congress authorized financ-
ing for the Federal Aviation Administration
to study the effects of nonmilitary helicop-
ter noise on densely populated areas. The
study includes taking 24-hour decibel read-
ings around the city and soliciting public
comment. The study was proposed by Rep-
resentative Carolyn Maloney, who said her
office had received many complaints her
district, which includes parts of Queens and

the Upper East Side.

Unlike fixed-wing aircraft, helicopters do
not come under air traffic control. They
operate under ‘‘visual flight rules,” with no
stated minimum altitude. There are no
required routes, only ‘“recommended”
paths that pilets follow voluntarily, though
not exclusively, critics say. The F.A.A. does
not even keep track of the number of heli-
copter flights in the metropolitan region.

“This study is badly needed,” Ms. Ma-
loney said. It is the first step toward bring-
ing greater regulation to the helicopter in-
dustry.” She said much of the traffic came
from “‘superfluous flights carrying tourists,
business people or news crews,”

She said helicopter noise had increased 23

- percent over Manhattan since 1991, adding

that the number of helicopters crisscrossing
the skies was also creating a serious safety
hazard. .

Statistics kept by the city on helicopter
flights include only operations that take off
or land at a city heliport. Those numbers
have declined in reeent years, mostly be-
cause some sightseeing companies have
moved to heliports outside the city, though
they still fly over New York on most tours.

/T e Se G

Gary Dunkin for The New York Times
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Residents have until Oct. 20 to file
concerns about helicopter noise with
F.A.A, which has twice extended the d
line for comment. Among those expres
their views were Sheila and Irwin Suss
Brooklyn Heights.

*“There are too many flights, every
minutes, all day, every day,” they wrigh.
"‘They are a burden to the many whiE
benefit to the few.” They proposed es
lishing a minimum altitude of 2,500 feet a@d
lower speed limits. They also called foc3h
end to sightseeing tours. -

Ms. Susskin pointed out that Broo
Heights, because of its geography, is -
vorite short cut for corporate helicoﬂr
pilots coming up the East River. :

“You can see them coming up from
harbor,” she said. ‘“And instead of follo
the bend in the river, and staying oimsr
water, as is the recommended route, @
fly right over our house at very low 2
tudes.” o=l

Arlene Salac, an F.AA. spokeswoman,
said she could not comment on any pro
changes until the study was completed™n
March. DAVID KIRBY
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The World's Fastest Woman

Still Has More Work to Do

Sectlons
L

By WILLIAM C. RHODEN

SYDNEY, Australia, Sept. 23 — By 8:25 tonight, you
could virtually hear the moths breathing at Olympic Sta-
dium.

This was the start of the long-awaited women’s 100-me-
ter final.

Suddenly a booming voice penetrated the
Sports  gjlence. “Let’s go, Marion!” roared C. J. Hunt-
of er, Marion Jones’s husband and bodyguard,
The Times and a world-champion shot-putter himself.
This was the most electric day of track
and field. Who are the fastest man and woman in the world?
Maurice Greene and Marion Jones.

Tonight’s victory was the first step in Jones’s quest to
win an unprecedented five gold medals in track and field at
one Olympics. Each event will become more difficuit than
the previous one.

Asked if she
felt relieved now ' Women’s 100 meters
that the first GoLD Marion Jones
event was out of
the way, she said: Los Ang eles
«] don’t see it as a SILVER Eé%(—:gérg Thanou
xlti;g;"h’:?' I ‘: BRONZE Tanya Lawrence
ball. This is not a Jamaica
stressful time in

my life. This is a very happy time in my life.”
As the start of the race, Ekaterini Thanou of Greece

false-started. Hunter threw his hands up. Then, with moth;
MW@M
came g into the area,

It wasn’t the false start that was so bad,” Hunter said,
“it was the damn helic atever it was.”

Jones had won her heats without being stEd, had won
her semifinal without being pushed. Tonight, with camera
flashes slashing through the darkness in the 100-meter fi-
nal, Jones decimated the field. She jumped out of the start-
ing blocks, and by 50 meters the race was over. Her time
was 10.75 seconds, and her winning margin, 0.37 seconds
over Thanou, was the biggest for a man or a woman since
1952.

Over the past few days, Jones watched the Games in
her apartment. She watched the joyous reaction of gold
medal winners as they cried, sank to their knees, praised

Continued on Page 14
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XY ouncil Is Asked to Act in War

%Df Nerves vs. Commercial Noise

$ruce Ehrmann lives in TriBeCa, across
60 Hudson Street, a 20-story building
med with telecommunications compa-
. Ask him to imitate the noise produced
its dozens of generators and air-circula-
:rﬂon devices, all needed to maintain the high-
equipment inside, and he will reply

:with a long-drawn-out ‘‘Phwoosh!”’
2. He says the sound is a galling drone that
,.can escalate at any time into a peace-
ﬂ:attermg and sleep-depriving racket. ’

* Councilwoman Kathryn E. Freed agrees.
:Slse has introduced a bill to tighten the level
:& allowable noise at 60 Hudson and the

's other commercial buildings.

“The bill would change the way the Depart-
dn!ent of Environmental Protection deter-
,mines which buildings are too noisy. Now,

department can fine a business for

street traffic is about 80

Sonder the bill, the department could 1evy a
;ﬂne if the sound produced by all of a busi-
s s units measured together exceeded
_,th level. Fines range from $130 to $4,200.
3 "Ms. Freed said that the change would
;brce businesses with noisy equipment to
npgrade their muffiers and swiftly fix bro-
ken fan belts and other problems.
But Robert Getreu, a spokesman for GVA
‘Wilhams Real Estate, which manages 60
{ fudson, said Ms. Freed’s amendment would
:scapegoat businesses for the generally
Zraised noise levels in revived areas.
¢ . *It would be a tragedy to create legisla-
»tion that puts major taxpayers in the city of
*New York out of business,” he added, refer-
-dng to M.C.1, Sprint and other tenants at 60
adson.
- ‘But those tenants may soon have to deal
'iﬁth a new regulation. Ms. Freed’s amend-
Egﬁnt has won support from Mayor Giuliani

Is — to reach neighboring dﬂelgx_lgs

.
In Search of Silence

As their constituents complain about
new sources of sonic distress, City
Council members regularly propose
changes to the noise code. Here are
some ideas that are being considered
but have not yet been formally
proposed.

* Aliow the city Department of
Environmental Protection to measure
the total noise produced in an entire
commercial building instead of by
individual businesses in the building,
as is currently the case, when
determining fines.

- » Require tour buses to use
. ‘headphones instead of loudspeakers
or megaphones.

» Allow police officers to inspect idle
motorcycles for baffies, which reduce
sound and are required by law,
instead of having the police measure
the sourid produced by an operating
motorcycle, as is currently the case.

Source: Office of Councitwoman Kathryn E. Freed

and Community Board 1 in Lower Manhat-
tan. Moreover, Councilman Stanley E. Mi-
chels, chairman of the council’s environ-
mental protection committee, is a co-spon-
sor. Ms. Freed said she expected the com-
mittee and the full Council to pass the
amendment, all within the next few months.

JIM O’GRADY
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